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Bu t  f  i r s t , ,  r  u /an t  t o  go  i n to  t he  rh i s to r i c  po in t s  o f

ne 'ver  be fore t rodi le:n,  beginning wi th t l : re one who gave us

a 1 1  o u r  g r o u n C  a n c l  r e a s o n  f o r  b e i n g ,  I l i l r x .  W e  c e r t a i n l y ,

c o r r l d n ' t  h a v e  b e e r r  w i t h o u t  h i m ,  a n d  n o 1 :  o n l y  i n  t h e  f a c t

t h a t  h e  c r e a t e i t  a  ' ^ r h o l e  n e w  c o n t i n e n t  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  o f

r e t / o l u t i o n ,  b u t  b e : a u s e ,  s p e e i f i , : a r l y ,  o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n

t  h i s  r r  c o n c e p t  i s  e x a c t l y  w l n a t  w e  h a v e  t o  c o n c r e t i z e

f o : :  o u r  a g e  .  N l ' e v e  r t h e  l e s s ,  i t  i s  l i k e v r i s e  a  f a c t  t h a t

i t  w a s  s o  o n r y  i n  ( l e n e r a  r ,  a n d  i t  h a d  u n d e r g o n e  n ' n y ,

m a n y  c h a n g e s .  ' r a k e  t h e  g : r e a t e s t  r l w o  a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  M a r x - -

t h e  c o m m u n i s t  M a n i . E e s t o  a n d  t h e  c r i t i q r , r e  o f  t h e  G o t h a  p r o g r a m .

T h e  c o n w r u n i s t  M a n i : E e s t c  h a s  e v e r l r t h i n g ,  n o t  o n r y  a g a i n s t

e a p i t a l i s m ,  b u t  a g i r i n s t  a l l  o t h e : r  c o n t e r n d i n g  t  e n d e n c i e s .

H e  I i s t s  f o u r ;  b o  u l : g o i  s e  ,  f e u d a  1 , ,  p e t t ] , - b o u r g e o i s  ,

c o n r m u n i s t ,  - l - U F q .  S o  c l e a r l , f  i t  i s n , t  j u s t

mor , rement  f  rom p rae t :  i ce  ,  bu t  f  rom theor ) , ,  and  he  d is t  i ngu ished

h i s  f  P h i  l o s o p h u  j : r o m  a  1 1  g t h e  r s  .  A n d  y e t  w h e n  h e  c o m e  s

t o  d i s t i n g u i s h i t g  l : r o m  t h e  p r o l e  t a r i a t  h e  c h o o s e s  o n l y  o n e

t h i . n g - - i n t e r n a t i o n e r l i s : n .  H e  d o e s ;  m a k e  a  d i s t i n c i t i o n

o f  t h e  u r t i m a t e  g o E r  I  a n d  n o t  j u s t  t h e  i . n u n e d i a t e ,  E r r d  i t  i s

i n i t e e d  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 , L e t t e r  t o  F r e i L l i g r a t h ,  * r h e r e  i t  i s

e x p r e s s e d  m o s t  s u c c i n c r : l y  a n d  p r o f o u n d l . y ,  w h e n  h e  s E l v s
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t h a t  w h e n  h e  a s k s  1 : o r  F r e i r i g r a t h , s  s i c l n a t u r e ,  b e c a u s e

th*y  were l th  comra lde s  o  f  the same par ty ,  he knows there

is  no par ty  ;  he '  s  the cne who macle  the mot  ion to  d isband

the  commun is t  Leagrus ,  and  he  h i rnse  r f  i l oes  no t  be rogg  to

an l f  o rgan ized  g roup ing .  He  d id  no t  mean  i t  i n  t he  ephemerea  r

sense  tha t  t he : :e  i s ;  a  , pa r t y  as  the  Conmrun is t  League ,  bu t

i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c -  s e r r s e ,  a n d  t h a t  i - t  w i r l  r e m a i n  a s  p a r r

o f  h i s t o r y ,  t h a t  y C r r  c i l n ' t  r e - w r i - t e  h i s t o r y .  N o  o n e  e a n

pos ;s ib l y  re -wr i t e  t , r e  h i s to ry  o f  t ha t  IEEL  lT {an i fes t , c

be l -ong ing  to  the  l l , r 33gue ,  t he  conunun is t  Man i fes to ,  EVER.

And  o f  eoL l r se ,  i n  t he  c r i t i que  o f  t he  Go tha  p rog ram2

'vhern he so sharp ly '  r : r i1 : is i  zed,  ther  "un i ty"  o f  the rE l r

L a s ; s a l l e a n s  a n c i  t h r :  s u p p o s e d  M a r x i s t s ,  h e  a g a  i n  r e _ i t e r a t e d

an i l  t h i s  t ime  nc t  r : : r l y  conc re t i ze rd  bu t  a  l so  fo r  t he  f  i r s t

t ime  eve r  ven tu red  ' : o  q i ve  an  i de ra  o f  l r  a  new soe ie t y ,

where i t  wa s  c  1 . ,ss  1 '  , :ha t  un less thre  Organiza t ion,  the
lFr is l ! rbr i< :

Pa r t y ,  o r  wha te 'ue r  , t o r rn  i . t  f  i na  r l y  assumes ,  s tands  on

p r : !nc ie led  g rou :nd ;  t l o  un i t y  ean  L re  poss ib l y  ach ie  ved  excep t

f o r  a  s p e e i f i e  i a c t : l t > n .  N o w  o b v i o u s l y  a I l  t h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y

was  mere  I y  t ake :n  fo : :  g l : an ted ,  wher reupon"eonere te l y , '

i t  go t  every th i :ng : f : :om re formism to  anareh ism to  god knows

,^rha t  o the r  tendeDCr/ - - -a  l ,1  vanguard is  ts  .  And that  does

i  ne lude the C oune i  l .  Co i rununi  s  t  s  .  But  o f  course the outs ta  nd inq
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exarnp le ;  so  the re  aga in  we  have  lRe fo rm

nol :  Ph i losop$, r  and se l f -deve lopment  o f

t r f  i nd i v idua  I  i sm wh ich  re t s  no th inc r

un:Lrre rsa 1 i  sm .

* * , r f  l r *  * * *  * *  * * * * * * *  *  i r *  *  *  * * * *

o r  R e v o l u t  i o n ,

human be ings as

i - n t e r f e r e  w i t h  i t s

T h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  y e a r s  L g 2 : . 4 - 2 g ,  1 9 z g _ t o d a y ,

W W  I  I ,  a n d  a I I  t h o s ; e  n 6 t i o n a l  r e \ r o l u t i g n s ,  t h e  r i s e  o f  a

Th i - r ' d  Wor ld  and  th ,€  en r l l ess  con t  j - nu l -ng  s t rugg le ,  and  nowhere

i n  s i g h t ,  n o t  e v e n  E e l r : s c o p i e  s i g h t ,  i s  t h e r e  a n  a n s w e r

to  the  ques t i ons ,  r , r ' l a t  happens  a  f  t e r  cc ,Deues t  o f  power?

wh1' so manv aboi::::,. ':11:t.:::?::: 
, 

wha r .vr" p f  pa  r t y  o r
Iha ' i , r , :  t ] re  var ious, )

! - r - -_ .

o r q a n i z a t i o n ? t"Ihat ' f ro ini lsE spontane i ty ' - -councirs ,  sov ieEs ,

Commi t tees ,  ass ,cc i i l  ! i ons ,  conunun€ !s - -ach ieved?  And  why

whern they d id  ccrT l€  , : lose to  power ,  i t  w,as the po l  i t i ca  1

o rg ra  nLza t i ons  t , ha t  t i i dn ' t  t ake  them ove r  so  much ,  ds  tha t
sea. rehed for  then to  be absorbed

thery '  themselves loo l<ed tc  be taken over .
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"  I i ke  us  n  who  know tha t  no th ing  can  b 'e  done  w i thou t  the

n 1 3 s s e s ,  a n d  a r e  w i t ! ,  t h r € r T l ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  t h e ( ) r e t i e i a n s  a n d

they  a lw iasys  seem to  be  a round  too .  So ,  wha 'E ,  i s  the  obrec -

t i v i t v  r , v h i e h  e x p l a i - n s  t , h e i r  p r e s e n c e ,  ! S  t h e  o b j e c t , i v i i t y

exp la ins  the  spon taneo \ : t s i  ou , tbu rs t  o f  the  ma sses  ?  f  n  a

word ,  I  ' i dES look ing  fo r :  the  ob  jec t i v i t y  o f  sub  jec t i v i t y .

.a\
, / t$ ,Now then,  i t  seems'  to  me that  in  a  cer ta in  sense we

/ t x
/  cou ld  ca 11 i t  a  shock f  or  nre  to  have exper ienced th is  vea t

^ b v . /
19g7 ,  when  a  g rea t  c jea l .  o f  r i lQ<  resea rch  was  done  

W 
o the rs

Eugene ,  l ' l i ke ,  P€ te r ,  Cy r l . t s ,  Kev in ,  She i l a r  O lga - -  on

the nan,y ways that spont:ane: i ty aPPeared in the forms of

counc i ls ,  sov ie ts ,  r :o rmn: - t te res ,  comrnun€S,  and so for th ,

no t  on l y  t o  say  the  genora l . i zaE ion :y  Yes ,  t he  pa r t y  and

the f  orm.s of  organi:zat :Lr>n born f  rom sipontane i ty are oppos i t  ie s ,

but  they are  not  abso l t r l :e  oPpos i tes .  The eh,ange in  the

t i t l e  t c  p fa f  ec t i cs -  o f  Orqan iza t i on  a rnd  Ph i  l osophv  rea l l y

means thra t  the abso lu t r :  oPPos i te  is  ph i losc ,PhYr  End that

w e h a v e l n o t y e t w o r . k e c l l u t o r 9 a n i a t i o n a 1 I y . @ , . .

I
I

Concre te l y ,  he re  i s  wha t  i s  i nvo l ved .

the  Spar r i sh  Revo lu t i on  i n  , t 936 -37 ,  o :3  the

ut lon oJ:  1956,  we wi l l  f  in r l  that  the great

new rr:( forms of orgal ization with ttorkers

makers, ,  wi th workers as Reason, tdt t lx went

to  seae l r  fo r  the P$r t l l

And eve:n  when theY wer€)

Whether we take

Elungarian Revol-

outburst and

as  d iecs  ion-

!r s sponta ne ous Iy

as the party went to search for them.

anarchists,  theY gave in to the
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pnff i t ingte parry. ( t { e  w i l  l  g o  i n t o  e a  c  h  o n e  1

The  Counc i l  Conrnun is ts  were

t  a in -11 '  ea r l i e r  on  the  scene  and  d i : l ec t l y  opposed  Len in

l ( . ( i  r  ' - l
'  t ! .  /

: ' l - a r  )
u  r v -  .  /

a f : : iendIy  way ' r r  o :n  the guest ion o f  a  s r ing le  form of  org_

ani iz . r t ion ,  ins is t in<3 that  when i t  comes to  product ion,  the

peopl 'e  a t  the po in t  t> f  product ion must  nra in ta in  the i r  power

a f ter  the revo lu 'E ion ,  But ,  f r  d id  they ever  $ ive up the i ra 1c>ng wi.  th
par ty? Didn ' t  they th in l t  l fk  Rosar  Luxemburg,  that  spontan_

iEy is  no subst  i tu te l  fo r :  the wholerness o f  in ternat iona l ismg

and theory? On the c :ont rary ,  they,  took that  for  granted.

what  not  on ly  was i  not :  ta ,ken for  granted,  but  never  even

aPProached  in  Bny  we t ] '  wh ,a teve r ,  un less  one  ca l l s  "app roachec , ,

a  to ta l  re  j ec t i on ,  h re  s  Fh i l osophy .  Exee :p t  ,  excep t ,  eEeep t .  .  .

The  excep t ,  o f '  cou rse ,  re  fe rs  to  .ben in .  So  happy

were we tha t  he had f 'e  l t  compe r led to  go back to  Hege r

t h a t  \ d e  a c t e d  a s  i f  i t ' s  o . n l y  a  m a t t e r  o : f  " n o t  h a v i n g  t i m e

to 9 'e ' ' -  to"  rnak ing '  h is  Notes pubr ic .  f t ldped,  the enthus ias
- l  - -

or lLeni,n Y,.s d:iu" into !c iende o f (rL )  di quest  ion
. \ . .  \ \  lwhat\out E"ng4enologry , 6f which s ev idenee that

There was too

T-1":l-g:1.f*ft'" "1t i:ns. r Xcr<4i4:saxgs
mrch of 

-takinfi
gra D tr=

\ , 4
txr,itlclhe deba te s

tlturxrqcxstrh xthe
with:Ln the
gallrtlrtrt

n were so

tnn"L

fartlpxrfl Iy {oaiva re,C thir r there
, / r \

rh

ason to  pay

ny a t te nt ion . Th e po int then bc carne , [rr.] changed in

id  fo I .n9

t i t ude  , .  t

t he  dea th

h i l o s o p h y .


