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From l*I icaragtia, wir ich is tr f  in5l to cie'epep

its revolut ion in"spite of economic stranguiat ion

;j :-"q3 u.S.; t .  Pu".r,  r 'vhere the governmen'r 's

new represslve measllres onlv highl iSlht the col l-  -

trasts 
-5etu'een 

the iarv a'd the contrnuous rn*s$

; ; ; l t t ;  to  Mexico.  where i ibera l  fore ign.po l ic :y

. .n t  o f  mask e i t i rer  t i re  e .xp io i ta t ion cr r  I 'es is la l ice

u] ."! tyo"" from peasants 
-Lo intelLectual:;-*

Latin Arnerica sizzles r,r, i th revoiut ionarlr act i 'v '-

i tv  and thought .. E r ' e r y w h e r e t h e r e a r e n e w a n d g r o . * ' t t t g o r g a n r : u a .

t ions of industr ial workers and domestic lvorkers, netgh-

bc,rhood crganizations and peasant groups' rvom€n's and

..; , ; ;  orgaiuations. And ev:eryrvhere the;; are dit ;cussing

s,;.cir questlons as: lVhat is the relat ionship between

rnternit ionai capital isnr ancl our condii ions of I i i t l? W'hat

;s the relat ionship between revoiut ion and $-om'en's l ib-

erat ion *ouemen-ts? can we not only overthrolv t 'he r l ld

g o v e r n m e n t s a n d k i c k o u t U ' S ' i r n p e r i a i i s m ' i r u t a i s o
bui ld  a  new soc ie ty  based on human needs and

creativi tY?
ifiVnniTHING IS DIFFERET{T N(31V .. T'IIE

C:HILDREN ARE HAPPY'
I i  ts  not  poss ib le  to  knorv  a  count ry  in  a  few' la ls

., ."nt in and iroun<i the c: ipital ci ty, but in. Nicaragua

tir.  peopte are so ful l  of r:evolut ionary l ;pir i t  and pur'

pose thit  even Managua is beauti iul '  "Even l lanagua"

i"."ur" at f i rst the ci iy shocks: the dorv:ntown area de-

it tovuO by the earthquake of 19?2 has not beerr rebui l t '

,nO"*any: housing accommodations are f i imsy shac!: i ;  or

ttre ruUUie of deslroyed buildings' People are very froor

i ,ut luu of hope .nd .on.urn for one anrother. without

,r. i^g-i f t .  agi icuttural areas rvhere perhaps--the nrost

c h a n g e h a s o c c u r r e d , i t i s s t i l t c l e a r f r o m t a l k i n g r v i t h
ir lorx".rr,  teachers and houservives that the revolut ion is

,;erl- much alive.
llost impr.rrin* are the grass'roots organizations of

\ffomen, woriers and youth who are trying t'o det:pen

lthat revolution iy *ott ing out new economic a'nd social

i le la t ionsh ips. r t rePre.Cooperat ivaNuevatNicar 'agua. for

example, began iust six months ago when five neighbor'

hood to.ui tith sewing machines, organized by the

Sandinista ttrom€n's or$anization AIIIITJLAE, began to

plaq buy, make and sell clothing collectivel'.', F aE

interview (see p. 9) they discussed not only their in"

creased income, but what they have learned about work'

it *i. participalion in civic affairs, the changes in th'eiI'

horne liveS, their library and plans for a child c€r(l

center. As one woman said, "Everything is differeni;

now-the chi ldren are haPPY."

Such forcefu l  women are the backbone of  the cur -

rent health campaigns, which have already el imi 'nateci

three major diseases. In the November malaria csi lr i -

paign, * 'hich tr ied to get every person in the couniry t<i

iaXe anti-rnalaria pi l ls ln the same three days so that lhr:

cycle of th,e r i iseaie could be broken, one sa\\ ' .u'hat mass

part icipation means. While many pi l ls were dispensed at

ioU. t"O schools, at least one person per block had t ' r

u t iunt " . t  to  take the census and keep v is i t ing th ' l

h o m e s t o m a k e t h e c a m p a i g n w o r k W o m e n d i d t h i r ; u i t h
cnthus iasr r , .

L a s t y e a r ' s l i t e r a c y c a m p a i g n , u ' h i c h l o * ' e r e d i ] l i t e t . .
acy from 50 percent io 13 percent, laid the basis for

continued msss mobil izat ions. Under the slogan "l i l ieracy'

is l iberation,,,  l lJ,000 volunteers were given a pair c ' f

to , i i t , -  u  mosqui to  net ,  b lanket  and Coleman iamp'  ant i -

malaria and rvater puri f icat ion pi l ls, and were s.ent otLt

in the couLntryside. They taught in people's native latr-

guug"r ,  inc tud ing Engl i lh  .a t t t l - Ind ian 
tongues on the

Atiantic coast, uira in"erai i le. The feel ing of l i . . , ing his-

io.y pn.uades the small  museurn which houscs p'osters

and char ts ,  teGrs o f  apprec ia t ion f rom those who

learned to  read and wr i te , - ind personal  e f fec ts  o f  br iga-

cl istas who died from accidents or diseases'

AMNI.AE organizes women in groups as sm:rll; as

two to f iv,e in faciories and plantations' rural and. urbain

communit ies, centers of study, state and private inst l i tu"

tions, nrarkets and' hospitals' It backs a union of dornes'

t ic worhers ,rt t ict has succeeded in changing the larv lcr

l imir their:  hours of work to ten per day and raiscd their

pay and bcnefits. ih",u is also in active organization oll

ioui l , ,  includin! young chitdren. Norv al l  chi ldren go to

scnooi but :rs thire are not enough faci l i i ies'  man!'  are



I}IEXICO: OIL RESEBVES, POVERTY, STRIKES
The political climate in Mexico is not rrery differ.

en:t from Peru, in spite of the Mexican goveinment's
Iiberal veneer in -foreign policy, such as :its backing
the guerrillas in El salvador. while that is irnportant to
the central Ameriean revolutions, and 'rvhile, the L1exi-
cans are understandabiy nationalistic after so manJ,,
years of domination by their neighbor to the north,
ne,i ther foreign pol icy, nor the oi l  resen.es, are chang-
ing the i ives of the mil l ions ,of poor, hungry anti .  un_
employed.  The econorr r ! '  i s  in  tne same gr ip ,  c f  in tcr -
r ra t tcna l  cap i ta l  es  Nicaragu:L ' .s  and i re : .u ' .s ;  . i r i  fac l
rIr :xico, Brazi i  anci venezuela together oive 30 percen,i
of the total debi service of the Thirr l  \ \ 'or ir i .

Like Peru, there are strikes el,erywher,e, and the
government's response is repression. Even t.he intellec,
tuals are not safe. The professors of the universidaci
A_utonoma Metropolitana were on strike in Novenrtrer,
after the government passed a new anti-labor law n'hictr
invaudated r02 clauses of their union contract. 'fhr:
law, which contravenes constitutional guarantees of work-
erri' rights, takes a\+'ay such protections of the profes.
sotrs'  autonomy as their having an independent group,
to decide on admissions of students and pro,motiorrs oti
professors. rYhen the professors refused to aceept the
changes and struek, two wer€: jailed and imore ,wer(l
threatened. other unions and students in ai l  the univer-
sit ies were holding meetings, demonstrat ionrs and rais.
ing money in support.

. \ t  the sa lne t ine,  12.800 \ ro lks i l ,agcn o i  } Iex i . t ,
fa , : tor . r ' r i 'o rkers  \vere 0n s i r ixc  in  i 'a r iuJs i rar is  o i  t i rc ,
r :ount r l ' ,  rn  oppos i t ion to  

"hc 
)a1-of f  o f  B0cr  r i , r_r rk t ' i -s  anc,

rn  suppof t  o f  a  c i iange in  un i r tn  l t ,adcr : ; i r i1 t .  In  a  u l t r ( , f
i : l ec t i on  a t  t he  end  o f  oc tobe r  rhc - r ' nac l  vo t t ' c i  uu r  t h r .
; l re- r iden:  u f  the un ion f , , r r  { ,unr1, ronr i : ln r l  r i . i th  fh t  Lur . r * r ,
l :u l  l ie  \ \ 'as  t ry ing to  re ta in  cont ro l  i t f  rh ,e  un ion.  A
den,onst ra i ion in  supporr  o f  t  hc  s t r ik i 'g  r ' , ,o rk . r - : ;  ur l
\  o i ' .  l0  in  l lex ico Ci t l '  tu rne( i  ou1.  10.0( )C)  un i r l r , ts is ,
l-eft ists and uthers,

In  a  courr i r ) '  * ' - i th r ;u t  t  nu l ig i r  foocr  f . r  i i .s  i ) r r { r r ) ie
l t ts  c t rnc i i t ions o f  the peasani .s  and sn: i : i i l  i  a r lners  i l i - r ,
get t ing ' ' 'o rse.  A nerr '  lau '  " i ( . )  r 'c rease l r r ' r iuc i i r )n"  re
r ,u l ied in  the fur ther  eros io ; :  o f  snta l l  farn i  ho ic i ings
anC increued concent ra t ion ; ind ca l t i ta l iza l  ion r . . , f  t i re
iand ior  expor t  proc i r :c t iun.  When pL,asa i i :  pr . , tes t : ,
br r ;ke out  the government  5g. .s l r .nc l t i_ i  i i i , :  l : i i .  e l  i i t : , i
u  n t i i  a i t , r r  next  ! 'ear 's  e lect . iun, )

Peasants  are organiz ing . , , : l r t - . :ar , i ' cs  anc i  i : i 'd  : :ar ; .e ,
( )verS,  but  i t  is  s t i l l  cOmmon f r - , r  i . , r l ra tc  ca l r i t l i i s l  arnr ic : ;
i .o  n i l rder  peasants  for  t ry ' ing t :o  organizc  anc i  e \ ,gr i  f0 l .
: :e fus ing to  se l l  the i r  Iand , r  Crr ronding a c l r ,ce i : l  p r r i r :e
l , ;ne o ' f  the po0rcst  s ta tes.  i )axaca,  has hat j  J  s t r - r t : t r
j l easan t  mor ,en ten t .  i nc l ud ing  l and  t akeove rs ,  f o i . t n i
past  tn 'o  ) 'ears .  and many-  have been k i l l l ,d .-  

The $,onten 's  l iberat ion gr i lu i ts  have c , reat ivc ,  a i j -
proaches to i l , Iexico's problc'ms. One group,. t i re Cri
lec t ive o f  So l idar i ty  Act ion rv i th  Donrest i i :  \ \ ,o rkers ,  i : ;
l iel i - i ing to organize \\ 'omen u'hc'rn unions anrl Left al i i<t
have ignored.  There are one-hat f  mi l i ion d ' . rmest ic  n , ,ork ,
er:;  in \ Iexico City alone. and \, ! 'onten s !{r( l 'Llps in other
< j i t ies  are rvork ing in  th is  area as u 'e i l .  T i re l  are  t r f  ing
to  sp1 r r . .  t he  m in imum \ . r ' age  as  u ' e l l  as  l o  encou rage
sk j i i ls and dignity. in these f orgotten \\ 'ol l tcn. Othcr
women's  l iberat ion organizat ions are f ight ing to  l13gal
i ze  abo r t i on ,  p ro tes t i ng  v i o l ence  aga ins t , I / omen  on
Nov. 25, the international da)'  set by the f irst Latrn
Arner ican u 'on len 's  conference in  Ju l l ' ,  and do ing theo-
re t ica l  work .

D i scuss ions  i n  a l l  t h ree  coun t r i c s  f oun r l  f en r i n i s l s
in le l lec iua ls  and ord inan '  peoplc  concerner j r  r i  iLh t i re
le ; la t ionsh ig t  bet r rccn nten and t r 'omen at  i r r . . , rne and i l
tnc  r i -or l : l l lace:  about  the e f fec is  u f  im1: ,er i r l r : ;nr  and th t
l in i i ta t ions o t '  nat iona l isn i ;  about  the quesr io ; r  o i  i ror ro
re ' , 'o lu t ion.  Ever l rvh i r re  there , i 'as  hungcr  f 'o r  ncu,s  o l '
Lhr :  "o ther  U,S."  r ih ich. ,g t iposes Rcagan,  ar i i i  an i r i te rc .s t
in  f la rx is t -Hurnanis t  ph i iosophl ' .  The d ia lugue bc i rveen
l {or th  and South Anrer ican revo lu t i r inar : ier , ,  is  r r lo ie
nece. rsar i '  ihan c \ r , r



on double shif ts. There are a i i ]$'  .- tr  i i ' . :  ( :are cenrer-;,
which take in fant : :  i t !  I 'oung as one-anC"a i i i { t f  months,
and in rnan! '  famil ies [here is increaseri part icipati ion in
farni lv respcnsibi l i t ies b.r.  men and bol;s.

T i re  ter r ib le  pover ty  makes one lvonc ler .  :vhethr : r  thc
present  po l icy  o f  u 'a lk ing a  t ight rope bct \ \ ,een p: r ivate
capi ta l ism and an l '  k ind o f  soc ia l is rn  . i i '  .u . . .u , i .  on.
yearns to  see ihe fu l i  re lease of  the hurnan creat iv i t l .
that  rnade thar  revo lu t ion.  Ar  pr , :sent .  thr :  t i r r "eat  o f  u .  S.
in te . i 'e r t ion and t i re  i i : re  s ta te  o f  the ec i )nom] '  i rave
ever ] -0ne n 'or i ' ied.  S in , - , r  the g , . r i 'e rnmcnt  assumecl  I l0mo-
za "s  na t i ona l  t l eb t  i n  o rde r  t o  be  ab ie  t o  -gc t  c red i t  f r om
in te rna t i ona l  l l anks ,  anc  s rnce  t he r  L r .  S .  c r i r  c , f f  p rom ised
economic ard.  the l ; - .  S.  can ntan ipu la te  tne . ,aonor , . ,1 .  o ,
i t  d id  in  ch i le  and as i r  doe.s  da i ly '  i r r  i -a t in  Am,3rrca.
espec ia l ly  in  Peru.

PERU: A LAND OF CONTIRADICTIOtr{S
Peru is  a  count r l ,  o f  g lar ingJ cont rad ic t ions,  rvherc

in ternat iona l  cap i ta l 's  economic dominat i , r : r  r r i ts  ] ,ou
rvherev€r you go. I t  seems as i f  e,v'er} '  cr ir .poration in the
rvorld, from Aji-no-n)oto tr_.r Stl , i .ss chenrir:ai colnpanies to
even the snta l l r :s t  L .  S.  c r_rnrpanic ,s ,  have set  lp  shops in
anr i  around L in ta  . \ l r , i : rn  inr lus t r - l  has I t f , :  the peru-
v i ans  r v i t h  a  deb t  t o  t he  i n te rna t rona i  ban l i i ng  s } ' s ren r
of  12 b i l l ion do l lars ,  a  drc ;p  in  rea l  u ,aqers  o f  40 percent
.s ince 1973,  vast  ur rcmploS'nrent  anc l  ur rc ier , : :np lo1.n: rent ,
and nruch actua l  s tar 'a t ion.  In  the las t  r , . r  1- t :ar i  t i ie  cur -
renc) '  has been der"a lued 400 pe ' r 'cen l :  i i le  r  as t  shant l ' -
tou 'ns around L in ta  har-e  not  i rnpr l r .ec i  i .  i l  ; ,ears .  and
nei r  const ruct ion i .s  seen on ly  tn  t i re  c i t l

A t  t h r  samc  t im ( . ,  i h t ,  r r ' \ ' u l t  . r . ' qa rn : ' .  t ] : i , : r  cUn t i i l i t , r t t :
i s  e ' e r y  b i t  as  ev iden t .  ' f he re  i s  n t , t  .  * a l l  i n  L im i r .

N e r , r s ;  &  l - e t t e r s  ; r h : i c

Fundo illartluez shanty tor+n, Linna, Peru

whether factory. shop or honte, rvhich is not cot ' ,ered
wi th  po l i t ica l  s logarrs ,  and there seem l ;o  be a lmost  as
many ne l  revo lu t ionar5 '  groups t r t  match.  the rn ,  There is
Iabor organizing everyrvhere, a mult ipl ici t l '  of rvonien's
l iberat ion groups,  new Lef t  and s tuc ient  orSJanizat tons,
and peasant uprisings. I l  is impos;:; ible tc u'a[] i  doi i ' t r  the
st reet  in  L ima n ' i thout  pass ing sc, rne p iacr :  on s t r ik€,  in -
c lud ing,  in  one u 'eek in  October ,  1 .wo governn lent  mi t r is -
t r ies  and the custonrs  workers ,  tn is  in  sp i te  o f  the fac t
that publ ic emplo-vees ma]'  not legal iy '  hal 'e u:r ionsl

Everyone has been on str ike lately, from miners to
doctors to bank employees. The government's response
is to increase repressive measures, espetia),1y agit inst
workers and peasants outside Limra, who are shot in colt i
blood or tortured and imprisoned. ln a. rect:nt general
s t r ike in  Cuzco,  the po l ice k i l led a  s tudent  i ry  shoot ing
in to  a  demonst ra t ion.

T i re  po i ic t  anc i  arm] '  usc the excus;e t iu t t  the l '  t re
look ing for  " ter ror is ts"  to  ter ror i :ze the popula t ion.  har -
assrng and inrprisorr ing intel iec:tul l ls as i , l ,el i  as mu::der-
ing the poor. tsut the repression seem.s cniy to havr: in-
creased the revo l t .  In  addi t ion to  the cont inuous s t r : ikes

rn traditional industries. ne\\' ia-"*ers of the populittiora
are organizing. from university profess,:rs to nurses t,o
domestic rvr)rkers to other "women's industr ies"--4and5',
text i les and electronics-rvhere labor dlsputes have, le' l
to  fac tur l '  L lccupat ions.

A virsi t  to thc Lucy'.1.- n.. ,  i  13s1611' found a handful
of women rvho have bee'n occup] ' ing the small  prernises
for  16 mcnths l  A woman to ld  horv  the owner  had l r ied
i l lega i iy '  1 .o  c lose the i r  un ion ized shop b1 '  sending a t ruck
to  take away the machiner ! ' .

" I t  was; l ' la1' 9, 1980, I fother's Da1'. The orvners had
the idea to  take apar t  the fac tory  and leave us comtr r le te-
l f  i n  t he  s t ree t .  So  we  to l d  t he  t r uck  d r i ve r , 'You  ge t  r : u . t
ol.  here j .rnmediately'  or n'e' l i  burn your truek. 

'V{er 
are

defending our social r ights. '  For the next two days we
*'orked al l  day and at night u'e stood guard out irr  the
st reet .  rv . i thout  s leep ing,  jus t  s i t t ing on newspapers. "

Then the employer ciosed do$'n, taking away' the
mater ia ls  and machines,  and the women began the i r  or : -
cupat ion and the i r  t r ips  to  the Min is t ry  o f  Labor ,  t r f  ing
to  reopen the factory  or  a t  least  to  get  severance pay.

LimaL's growing women's l iberation movement i is in-
volved with the struggles of working and poor women.
l-eministr;  such as ALIMUPER have supported the farl-
tory occup:rtions with publicity, fund raising and s,treet
demonstrat ions against the government, which respond'
ed by tu:rning the f ire hoses on tAe women. Groups, in'
cluding one named for Flora Tristan, are teaching classes
to women in the slums and in the domestics' union, and
offering legal assistance to battered and abandoried
wrves. The feminists recently restated their demand for
legal ized al lort ion by point ing to the latest case in which
two peasant women \r 'ere raped b.t- soldiers engagr:d in
repression, result ing in a pregnan(' ! ' .  At the same t irn'Dr
the feminists are trying to work out what they mean by
"social ist feminism" and are engaged in 11t"o1etic r* 'or l i i '
They ga! 'e an enthusiastic welcome to a visi t ing ]t lanist '
I lumanrst  f  rom the U.  S.

Other  ner i '  fo rms of  revo l t  have inv , t lved thc 200,0Ct0
s t ree t  ped t l l e r s  i n  L ima ,  r vho  success fu l l . r ' r es i s tec l  L i - Le
govL ' fnrnent 's  a t tempt  to  c lear  thern out  anc i  ta i ' :e  ar ; ; ry
t l i e i r  on l i '  means  o f  gk ing  ou t  a  n reage r  i i r  i ng .

Er' . , i t  in the shantytorr rrs c,n the distant t : ,ut:sk ir ts
o i  Luna-w' i th t - ru t  water ,  e lec t r ic i t : ' ,  fa rn t land or  { j rn-
p lo1mcnt ,  theS'  i t rok  l ike  t r - r rvns droppe, l  onto  the moctn
- -people  a i :e  organiz ing thet r  orvn forms of  rvork ing : r rLd
learn ing,  and are f  ight ing the government  da i lv .  A
group of  pr r . r fess ionals  ca l led Peru I lu jer  teaches c lassr :s
in  c iv ics  to  *omen in  some of  these tou 'ns.  A r ' ; rs i t  t r  a
c lass,  i i 'h ic 'h  begins rv i th  "Every  pcrson has a r igh i  to
be ca l iec t  by  h is  t - r r  i te r  name,  and not  to 'be assaul t€rd . "
f r - rund the women eager  to  learn and fu i l  o i  Ldeas 'c f

Lheir ov, 'n Like Lima, the feci ing of re' ;olt  is velr] '
c lose io  the sur face.

PERU INFOR}YtATION
Reraclers who w'ish tt . ;  keep informed of po). i t ical

i rnd econorn ic  condi t io t rs  i t t  Peru shor . r ld  send a con-
t r ibut ion to  Per l i  Su i idar i t f  i t t  re turn for  i ts  news; -
le l ter .  The group is  t ry ' ing to  educatc  people  to  lhe
prob lems of  hur rgcr  an i  repress ion n ' i t i ch  are k i l l ing
people  jus t  as  sure l ) ' ,  though less dramat ica l ly ,  that r
the bur l i r : ts  e lsuvhere in  Lat in  Amer ica.  Wr i te  t r
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