Dri:f% Rgselution on the Book

HARXISY AND FREEDOM: I'RTHOD, HWRITAGE AND PRINCIPLES

Introduction

A% the founding comvention of NEUS & LETTERS COMYITTRES
we both esztadlished the paper and set for ourgelves the

task of putting forth our own interpretation of Marxism
in Yook form,

In our Constit:utizu, which we adopted then, on July
8, 1956, we wrote: "We hold that the megthod of Marxism 1s
the gulde for our growth and development. Just as the struggle
for the short¢i ing of the Vorking Dey and the Civil Yar in
the United Stotes gave shape to Merx's greatest theoretical
work, CAPITA L, go today, Merxism is in thelives end aspirw
ations of the 1orking peoples Ve hold it to be the duty of
each generation to interpret Marxism for itself because the
problem is not what liarx wrote in 1843 or 1883 bub what Marz~
isz is today, Ve reject the attept of Yoth Communiets and
the Administration to identify M arxism with Communisam,
Communism is totalitarianism and the exact opposite of Marxe
ism which is a theory of liberation,

"Beretofore, 4 mericen radicel groups have failed to
eetablich the theory of Marxiem on native grounds despite the
historie contributions the American workersmade %o Marx's
thinking, We have therefore undertakem %o set forth ouwr own
interpretation, in took form. It will exnress," we said,
Plarxism as 2 vorld view and as an exosition of the workers!
struggles in America in this period of Automation, Our concCern
ig, of necessity, with the Americar workers and their strivings
for & better life.”

What wae projected in July 1956 is a reality today. The
Yook has been written, pudlished, and a tour to publicize ite
jdeas was undertaken. It opsned avenues never before reached
by HEWS & L¥TTERS COLLITTRES,.
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I—Towvard A Nev Unity of Tg_gog[ and Practice

7ith the publication of MARXISH AND FREEDOM in 1958 we have laid
serious claim to bYecome founders of a new Marxist Humanist movement,
Here, in brief, ave its fundamgntal contridutions:

1) For the first time liarxism is re-sstablished in its original
form of a new Humanism, This iz not made & matter only of historic
past, dut integral to our own age of Automation,

2) For the first time the American roots of Marxism have been set
forth seriously and fundeamentally. From it we can see Clsarly both
the impect of the Civil Var in the United States on liarx's grestest

viriting, CAPITAL, and our own duasl trzdition of Abolitionism and lMarx-
ism,e

The Negro Question has gver been the most critical ome in tais
country, Agair, this is not mede a matter of recounting past history
dut a question of the present struggles of the Negro masses today.
Hor is it left as & "Negro Cuestion® bdut ie included as an integral
part of the struggle ior total freedem,

The American roots, morgover, were, even in Marx's day firmly
connected with the struggle of B dor in general for the € Hour Day,.
The struggle eround production relations remains decisives For example,
after building the CIO, in a heroic movemeni to control their own lives
and conditions of ¥ bor, the American workeps found themselves shackled
the more firmly to capitaliet woduction discipline by the ¥bor bureau~
cracy. The workers' ceaseless efforts to abolish what larx called the
"barracks=1likeM diecipline of capitalist yrroduction relations vi th their
inevitable conssguences of byutal speed-up in the factory and mase
unemployment are recorded in this book both es 9ast history and as present
struggles against the labor bureaucracy.

3) For the first time dialectical philosovhy is established as
integral to us in 1958; as it was to Lenin in 1914=2l; and as it was
to tavx in 184%-83, This is further concretized by the fact that what
Lenin kept privete = his Philosophic Notebooks —— have now been pub-
lished in Englieh as an Appendix to the book,

What is altogether new in tnis total philosophic approach, what
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could only come to Ds betause of the maturity of our own age, is the
congclousness of the fact that there is a movement not alons from
theory to practice, but from practice to theory. This opened our

eyes to sgce how far the workers had advanced in the three decades

since Lenin's death while the theoretical movement had comg o a Rear
standstill, Just as there is a logic to the development of the objec~
$1lve movement, so there i8 one to the devslopment of thought. The ngw
in this truism spelled out for our generation is that workers have
thoughts of their own, The questions they vosed in America on the kind
of labor men are to nerform, while those in East Germany raised the
question: Can man be free in this age of totalitarisnism? serve as those
"compulsions to thought" that forced us to open, so to speak, the last
chapter of Hegel's Logic on the Absolute Idea. A materialistic reeding
of that, presented in larxism and Freedom, does for our age what Lenin
did for his age with the analysis of the law of transformation intc
opnosite. But, whether or not the Absolute Idea, as Mthe unity of theory
and vractice," i1s the ground on which the new Harxist Humanist movement
is to etand, the point 1s that philosophy cen not be left as the province
of the theoreticians, The integrality of philosophy to Marxism must be
explicit)y, and not only implicitly, acknowledged., It 1s as crucial for
our age as are the world-wide historic traditions of the class strugglees

The s8e0al of the bankruptcy of thought on the part of the o0ld
radical movement was, of necessity, not confined to thought., It can
be seen most clezrly in the fact that orthodox Trotskyism is ending
as the left cover for Communism, while Shachtmanite Trotdcyism is
hurrying back to the Social Democrecy,. Thus each has chosen one cf the
tuvo noles of world capital to hold on to. The filling of the theoretical
void in the Merxist movement has thus becowe a matter of the greatest

urgency to the very struggle for liberation from exploitation, as well
as for the global struggle for the minds of mens

4) For the firat time since the workers state in Russia was trane~
formed into its opnosite — a state capitel 1st tyranny «—- the gquestion
the vorkts Lave Deen asking =~ WHAT HAPPENS AFTERY} — was answered
frankly and comprehensively both with an analysis of the trads wiion
dispuie of 1920-21 and the relationship of the so-called venguard to
the nasses, Thus the whole question of ¥vanguardism® was taken out of
i%s Tshishistic frame and placed in the concrete historical development
of {hs two decades, 1903-1923, so that any contemporary Marxist group
hac a solid Zoundation against which to measure itself.

5) For the first time the analysis of Russia as a state capitalist
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systenm - which was a first in its field vhen it was done in 1941_-- was
tied firmly not only to the &ctual production relations in Russia but

to the revisions of Merx's CAPITAL as well as his Farly Philosophic
Essayse

6) For the first time not alone the economy ~— state capitalism -
but alsv the technology — Autometion — ere analyzed comprehensively.
0reover, it {s done in an entirely aew way - the attitudes of workers
thems< ves g3 vritten by workers in NEWS & LETTERS, gs spoken by worikers
during discussious around various chepters in the becok, es diclatei by
s oTXers 1O correspondents during actual strike actione, inciuding wilde
cats. Thus our liarxist heritage of the unity of theory and practice
is not an ebstraction but is an actual reflection of the never-ending

strivings to zbolish capitalism’s inhuman seperation betveen mental and
ranual labor,

Finglly, ve established another first in the method in which the
book was written. As the book's Introduction ovuts it: "No theoretician
today more than ever befere, can write out of his ow: head. Theory
requires a constant shaping and reshaping of ileas on the dasis of what
workers themselves are doing and thinking ..« Because wa live in an age
of absolutes — on the threshold of abdsolute freodox out of tha s*rusgle
against absolute ¢yrzany -- the compelling need for a nev unity of
theory and vractice...dictates the method by vwhich this book vms written.
This is significant not only bocause the discussions the NE'S & LETTERS
Conmittees have had sround the drafts of the book for the past to years
have made this a collective effort, That is lmportant end a "first,”
But, abave that, is the fact that the objective mass movement of the
miners strike in 1949-%0, the actual East German revolution of 1953
transformed the study from a liarxist economic study of Ruseian state
capitalism to a Marxist Humanist study of 200 years of mn's sirugzle
for freedom the world over.

Just as NEWS & LETTERS 4s the daily, practical, present~day ex-
pression of the continuation of this heritage, so HARXISK AND FREEDOM
18 & link in the theoretical heritage. However, the fact that we are
the rightful inheritors of Marxism dogs not make us into an %plite."
Quite the congrary. As the bock makes clear, we are only moving toward
& new unlity of theory and practice, toward which there are strog;nﬁ-
Jective pulls and subjective movements, of vhich we are only a &
part, Vhile we hope %3 become £ nolarizng forcs, we Trecognize: (1) that
there i1l be those "greaoter than us® who will come forward in this
unification of theory and practice, and {2) that the only ones who can
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posaibly dring it to life are tha masses t hemselves. Only when that
18 a Teeclity do you have a nev socletye

Il-~Onening New Avenues: Nationally and Internationally

As National 1ye

The conepircey of sl lence that gurrounded the publicztion of the
book was unexpected in the sense that even we had not expected such
total political control over nominally non~political channels of book
Teviewing, It became clear thet since even ordinary channels are clogsed
to us that we would have to force open esome donrs. Vg ovrselves had

on the ‘fest Coast Decause the greatest amount of labor e puﬁ‘ in there —
labor in uninking out new vays of avvroach and lady ia rer:is‘ent leg~
work, It paid off,

The Yest Coast tour cleered many roads that were nof opea to
TS & LYPTTRS:

1) The most important was the response of the youth on university
¢ampusSes -~ resnonse in numbers end response in t‘neomaturity ot the
questions askeds Two thousend were thus sddressed.

2) The most svectacular, although very brief, was of courgse the TV
eppearsnce woaich 1s supnosed %o have reachedt a guarter of 2 million,
Yhether we tc-ke their own roting at face valug or nov, i% is certcinly
trie that meuy more heard of HARXISI: AI'D FREEDOH tlrouzh thet medium
then would have through any other means.

3) Radio, This was one medium that was not restricted to the
Yest Coesi, Lut 21s0 was opened o us in Detrolt, However, where in
Detroit, it was & panel =- and a rude and ignorant onc ~— where tilbe
author orly nad & fev minutes of the half howr of rzdio time, In Sen
Francisce nsarly the entire 30 minutes was hers to expound the ideas of
FARXIS: ATD FRZEDOM,

4) One book Teview in a metronoliten paper appeared; one "interview®
%ype of write-up; many campus lecture reports. Of the latter — the

*Not to be underestimeted — thouzh many fewer in number — ip
the breakthrough in the South, where addresses were made to two
university cleasses in West Virginia.
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one on the American roots of ilarxism in the Berkeley paper, and the oneg
on the Coming of & New Revolution in Russia == were outstanding in
showing the maturity of the thinking of the American youth, It certainly
demands of ws follow-ups and all scrts cf ingendous ways t0 try to

gev Yo them i7 ve toke ourselves sericusly es founders of a pew Marxiab

Hunzaist movegente

B, Interrnationally

The respcnse in Europe, where the book has not been pudblished, has,
in many vays, been on 2 higher level than here, TFor example, it was
immediately recognized as the foundation for a Harxist regroupment in
Italy where immediate and continuous attempts at pubiication were made
and vhich — there is no doudbt of this at all -- will be brought to
fruition in the next fer months,

In France no less than six different tymes of peonle are interested.
There are those who are doing the actual work of trying to get a pub~
lisher. There are others vwho began serious corrasnondence with us Just
because they heve recognized the fundamental contritution we have made
here and wanted to associate i th us and get ow’ criticism of their
works, One scholar pointed to the fact that he had found the chapters
on the impact of the Civil Yer in the United States and the Illuminations
of the Peris Commwme very illurinating. Ww
thn ie high'Comptismont indeeds Avfange-
meR con made to revievw the-book ¥y onc 01 the-ouistznding Marxist
research workers there vhen the Algerian cous took places Whatever that
does to LARXISIH AVD FREEDO:! "as a book," there is no doudt at all what
extraordinary effect it had on meking us serious contenders for a focal
point for ¥ arxiet regroupments The great variety of letters that then
began to powr into JEVS & LETU-RS shows in wractice the integrality of
book and paner more than theory could doe

In England there have been some orders for the bock but thus far
no publigher, but the contects are sufficient to make possible further
inrogds, From Japan there was an inquiry; from India an acknowledgements
It ¥ only the bYeginning.

C. What Nexb: The Indispensedility of Theory
Ye have sold apnroximately 700 booke and the publishers probably

no more than 500, With the books sent out for reviews it numbers 1500,
Anothgy thousend are still.ag- the printery to De ®1d, for vhich we are
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responsidle for about 500. It 1g not, however, the debt we owe to
the publisher or the sales as such, which must continue and sp & more
consistent and all round desis than heretofore, which are the crucial
points. The truth 1s--and .mless that nermeates each of us completely
we will not ds adle to break through to a higher level of development
--tlt:o tr\;th is;u:ehhave singularly failed to grasp owr own achieve-
opnts end our ther peraspectives~tihe need to make explicit what is
only implicit in the book. Ihat is to say, theory as a continuous
BIoteis shal doeg uot stop when put in the covers of a book; the paper
as that convimuing ground,

Firgt 18 the “ailure to recognise that just as the proletariat
has contriduted more than the intellesctual to the writing of the dook,
80 he has gained more out of 1%, And that is true both in the organi-
zation and out of it. All one has to do to see that is read the columns
of Angela Tgrreno, Charlex Denby, Ethel Dunbar on the book, as well as
the article Uy the stesl workaer on the termination of the UAW contract.
There are many other ways to show this than in writing and, again, ths
woTkers are showing it in their own dovelopment, Since the intelleotual
is much more glid in both talking and writing, howsver, it is not easy
for then to penetrate this. Yet, until they do, they will not really
fulfill their rolo as intellectuals—and in thie Virth-timg of history
the intellectual is called upon to perform a greater role than ever
before since the birth of Marx himself.

Second is the failure to grasp what is the Marxist intellec~
tual’s role and contridution, The empiricism of our dmsricen heritage
18 here no help. 4 complete dresk with 1t 1s what 1s called for. Ve
have seen some evidences of this in reports like Bartara’s and Morgen's,
but there is no full comprehension of the twe seeminzly fundamental
opposites in Marxism and Freedom: (1) that there is nothing in the
thought of man, even that of a genius, that has not previously deen
in the activity of the common man: and (2) the indispensidility of
theory and hence of the theoretician. The first relates to the fact
that dialectics is the vphilosophic summation of the French Revolution.
The sgcond related to the fact that, despite the fact that Marx could
not break through to the form of CAPITAL until the activity of the
masses in the opoch of 1850-71, his theoretical activity thereafter
not only summed up the past but anticipated the future, including the
struggleos of our age of state—capitalism and sutomation. Bubt the
future of necessity was anticipated only in general. To make it ever
more concrete remains the dally task of the theoreticisn, de hs worker
or intelle ctual, Resistance to any recognition of dotvh these truths
is what keeps ws from spelling out such perspectives as SELLING AS
FOUNDERS., Yet this is the prereguisite to the actual duilding of a
movenent, which will bf- the preoccupation of the Besolution on Organi~
gation, The Paper and “insaces. Here it is sufficient to conclude on
the following concrete peointe:
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1) The gix *“irsts" mentioned in Part I af this
Resolution mist De the bdasis of our selling as founders,

2) Opening Now Avenuss both as specified adevs and
a9 letter writing and other much more ingenious ways must continue
as the center of our activity.

3) The bock must serve as the constant point of reference
in educationals which do not stop at merely "lsarning® bdut as innove-
tors who can make explicit what is implicit only in the book, .

Just as specialization on certain subjects, such as Chins, fLatin

America, was meds the responsidility of the REB, s¢ it must Ve ex~
tended to the orgenization as a whole.

4) Finally, NEWS & LETTERS 10 to be taken as weriously
for studying es it was taken by the authors of KARXISM AND FREEDOM

when they were concerned with breaking down the division bdetwesn
theory and practice.
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