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GRAVE CONTRADICTIONS IN THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION

November 27, 1979
Dear Friends:

Were it not for the Iranian Revolution that was -- and may still resume
and deepen, as it is by no means over, despite the counter-revolutionary stage now
being carried out by the Imam demagogue, Khomeini, whose insanities are being match-
ed by Carfer's sabgr-rattling == this would be the time for saying one thing and
one thing only: "A plague on both your houses."

. , : ;

Because, however, of the remembrance of the Iranian Revolution as it
overthrew the Shah's barbarous regime backed by U.S. imperialism; because of the
remembrance of Women's Liberation's refusal to wear the chador, challenging Kho-
meini's attbempt to turn the clock hackward and reduce women.to a fgudalistic states
and because of the continuing rebellion of the Kurds as well as the Arab 0il workers
in Keoozestan against Khomeini, along with the other minorities' struggles for self-
determination 1) -~ it is necessary to take a second look at the new form.of the
occult which is coming out of Khomeini's Iran and calling all others, and not only
U.S, imperialism, “"mussed fi ai-Ard"'("the éorrupt of the earth™). It is impera-
tive to practice dialectics, rather than to act on first reaction, as if tailending

Khomeini's opposition to the U.S. is genuine opposition to American imperialism,

Of course the hatred of the Iranian people for that butcher, the Shah,
and their opposition to U,S. imperialism, which had put him into powcr and kept
him there, is not only real and justifiable for Iranians, but was rcal and justi-
fiable for the many Americans who both exposed the truth of the Shah's tortures of
the Iranian people and expressed their solidarity with Iranian revolﬁtionaries.
Of course the Carter Administration was well aware of the opposition not;only in
Iran but in this cbuntry to granting any asylum to the Shah, and for a while =--

a very short while -- Carter wWas forced to resist the pressures of Nixon, Kissin-
ger and David Rockefeller's Chasec Manhattan Bank to bring the Shah to the U.S.
But following the tune of that new Pied Piper, Khomeini, against "infidels" and
"satanic domination” is anything but struggling either against U.S, imperialism

or showing solidarity with the Iranian Revolution.

All one has to do to sce the degencration of the so-called Revolutionary
Council in Tran is to see the new_"left—obvering" given by the current acting

foreign secretary, Bani-Sadr, who is trying to institute an Iranian version of Pol
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Potism., Listen to the intervicw Bani-Sadr granted to Eric Rouleau in Le Monde
(11/10/79): "Tcheran is a monstrous parasitic city, which absorbs by itself one-
half of the national consumption ... wc will empty it of some of its people by

creating in the countryside industrial and agricultural production units.”

Unfortunatei&,_evoh_thp more recognizable Left -- Trotskyism, far from
practicing any rcvolutionary dialectics, is busy tailending Khomeini's‘Iran.(Z)
The Intercontinental Press (IP) of 11/19/79 and 11/26/79 kecps talking of a "New

Upsurge in the Iranian Revolution." It even secs anti-U.S, imperialism in Kho-

mei ni's phrase “satanic domination" in the arrogant message Khomeini sent to the
equally arrogant Pope, telling the latter that the way the “Christian world (can)
redecm itself" is by following Islamic Iran's fight against "infidels,”" . It is
impossible not to ask whether there isn't a coincidence between this and the one
democratic gesture by Khomeini which allowed some of the banned papers to reappear,

including Kadar (Yorker), the paper of the Iranian Socialist Workers Party (HKS).

In any case, the very first issue, 11/17/79, of Kadar to reappear cited Khomeini's
statement to the Pope as proof of "how anti-imporialist” Khomeini was.(B) Further=
more, continued -IP, the holding of American:hostages by the Iranian students (who,
not so incidentally, call themselves "Followers of the. Imam") "re-emphasizes the
people's historic demand for political and economic independence from world im-

perialism,.”

-In what: proletarian revolution, exactly, was the taking of hostages --
and not the rulers, but some fairly low Embassy personnel ~-- held to be a revolu-
tionary teetic? Since when has war and revolution been made synonomous?. Isn't
it about time that Marxist~rcvolutionaries labclled Khomeini's cndless repetition
of "we arc men of war""looking forward to martyrdom' for what it is, by citing
Marx who wrote that Napoleon, the ultimate counter-revolutionary, "substituted

permanent war for permancnt revolution"?

In Iran today we have a demagogue, openly lying that "U,S. imperialism
and its corrupt colony, Isracl" werc involved in the occupation of the Grand
Mosque in lMecca, where no infidel == and all except Muslims arce infidels ~- is
even permitted to enter., He kept repeating this brazen lie cven after his fellow
Muslims, the Saudi Arabian authorities, not only denied any U.S. and/or Isracli
involvement, buv showed that the sacrilegious act was perpetrated by a fanatical
sect of the Muslims whose leader claimed, himselngtO be the Messiah,  Even then

Khomeini proceeded to stress the Big Lic's impact oxpressing ‘"great Jjoy" at the
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fact that the U,S. Epbassy in Pakistan had been put to the torch and two Americans
killed,

But the Trotskyists continue with their fairy tale Leftism, since they
do support the Kurdd' struggle for self-determination, However, what they play up
is that some Kurds supposedly supported Khomeini, and what they cover up is that
none less than the two most important Ayatollahs after Khomeini -~ Montazeri and
Behesti =~ called the Kurd leaders "agents of Savak, Zionists and corrupt sources."”
Since it was just at the period when Khomeini was trying to claim that the whole
of Iran was for him, he took to the air and said that this statement by the Aya-
tollahs was a "personal view." But these "persons" are not Jjust any persons.

They hold the positions of President and Vice President of the Assembly of the
Experts that has just completed the draft Constitution to be shoved down the throats
of the Iranian people on Dec., 2 and 3., Indeed, many believe they undoubtedly were
the two who instigated the occupation of the Embassy by the students,

IT

What the media has not shown is that during the demonstrations in front

of the U.S. Embassy, there was also a storming of the Ministry of Labor(5), in

which the mass of unemployed == and therc arc no less than two million unemployed

in Iran now -- werc demanding jobs, Nor are they reporting the continuing strug-

gles of the Kurds, much less the fact that some Marxists have gone underground

to continue a truly revolutionary struggle against Khomeini's usurpation of the

fruits of their revolutionary overthrow of the Shah.

Another of the many events unreported in the mass media at the time it
happened ( and still kept from the regional TV) arc the bloody riots Khomeini
instigated against the present rulers of the island of Bahrain in August, demanding
the establishment of a "pure" Islamic government, the abolition of all "HWestorn
ways," especially TV, and the re-cstablishment of the scparation of men and women
in all public places. The riots were put down by the current rulers, but so
worried are they about Khomeini's influence, his ability to foment rebellions a-
gainst -other Muslims who do not wish to unite "as one" against "the West" -- and
the Fast -- and whom Khomeini then accuscs of "crimes against God," that they have

hushed up the August riots.

This is only part of Khomeini's own type of imperialism. Besides the

claim to Bahrain, he has rctained -~ despite a challenge by Iraq =-- the Shah's
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1971 occupation of the thrce islands of Abu Musa and Greater and Lesser Tunb.
Those islands are situatéd near the Straits of Hormuz, through which passes nearly
half of the Uest's oil imports.,

© Furthermore, Khomeini has lashed out against any Iranian who dares to say
that he is for Iran first and for Islam sccond, He calls that "blasphemy."” At the
same time, when the PLO suggested that the Persian Gulf be renamed as either the
Islamic or the Arabian Gulf, Khomeini rejected the suggestion at orce, His insis-
tence that Islam -- his interpretation of Islam -- must always come first, does not
in-any way mitigate his disdain for Arabs. Not only was he adanant that the Persian
Gulf retain its name, but his opposition to the Arab oil workers and any claim for
self-detcrmination, is total, Arafat was quickly brought down to size when he
tried to intercede for the American hostages. That doesn't mean that either Arafat
or all the Arab state rulers meeting in Tunisia had anything to say for Khomeini ==
with the exception of Libya, and even their pro-Khomeini stance did not take priori-
ty over selling 0il to the West, B

And in Tran, itsclf, the so~called Revolutionary Council is itsclf faction-
ridden with pro-leyan, pro-Syrlan, pan Islamic factlon3° and»ﬁhough they cach bow
to Khomeini now, it doesn't mean that would hold 1f othor Muélim countries act out
th01r dissent. At the sanc tlme, Hussein of Iraq has no intention whatever of
bow1ng to Khomeini. Indced, he has alrcady once threatcned an invasion ahd is, at

the moment, arming some Kurds to start a revolt within Tran,
TIIT

And what, cxactly, is being preparcd for the Iranian pcoplc once this
month of mourning, the Muharram, is over? Wcll ., they arc to engage in a referen-
dunm to approve the Draft Constitution which the-Ayatollahs Montazeri and Behesti
have drawn up. Anyonc who has any illusions that this Constitution bears any rc-
semblance whatsoever to the one that was inspircd by the First Russian Revolution
of 1905~1907, when the first Shah was overthrown, or cven as thc Mullahs amended
that Constitution when they brought the Shah back; should take a look at the new

institution of the Officc of Religious Guardian which has the right to veto over

everything and anything passed by the state rulers and is also the supreme commander
over the armed forces,

The point is that the Constitution does nothing but try to legitimize

Khomeini's usurpation of the victory of the workers who achieved the actual over=
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throw of the Shah, It cannot solve the crisis in JTran, anymore than staged demon=-
strations before the U.S. Embassy and the sacrificial use of hostages can stay

the hand of U.S. imperialism.

The greatest danger now lies in the momentum gained by Khomeini's dema-
goguery, which might trigger Apocalypsc Now! That is the brink at which the world
now stands, Khomeini and Carter may not flinch as they prepare for such a con-

frontation. But the world must do everything to stay the hands of both rulers.

In the imperative struggle against the savage -~ - racism in this country
against Iranian students, we must never forget that the underlying racism that has
always been shown against the Blacks has actualiy been directed also against revo-
lutionaries and'minorities, though in depth it has been differenﬁly expressed
racially, Uhat I am saying is that notfénly must we remembéf.the horrbr of U.S,

- concentration camps against Japanese-Americans during World War II, at the very
time when no such atrocities ﬁere committed against Nazis in this country; The .
case %ﬁ%%nst each white fascist was treated as an individual case. Ve must re-
nember/the fact that Aperican revolutionaries have long fought this, have long’
fought U,3, capitalism-imperialism and its wars, does not mean that we accept, as
a revolutionary gesture, the opposition to American capitalism by another capital-
ist or religious fanatic, any more than we accepted Nazism or Japanese military

opposition to Amcrican capitalism as anything but an inter~-imperialist fight.

Of course the mailed fist of (drter must be stopped, and his is also the

M@gnd that can releasc a . nuclear holocaust, which would put an end to civilization

as we have known it. Revolutlonary opposition against Amcrican imperialism can

be carried through only if we raise a banncr of what we arc for. And what we are

for is not turning the clock back to some form of occultism.

~ Anyone who tries to gild a nco-fascist occultism, forgetting that the
"masses" that Hitler mobilized werc mobilized for counter-revolutionary purposes;
anyone who tries to say that Khomeini's constant refercnces to the "disinherited
masses" is akin to Mao's "Cultural Revolution" ,should bc made to remember that --
though Mao was once a revolutionary, and though Mao did labor under the illusion
that making Russia "Enemy No. One" (like Khomeini's making the U.S. "Satan")
was the way to fight for world soclalism =-- Mao ended by rolling out the Red

Carpet for Nixon.(6 As we said then, the "revolutionary" Maoist apologists who
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were willing to forgive Hao cvery crime on earth and leave a few blanks for those
he might creatc latér, were revealing that one and only one organic trait charac-—

terizes them all: tailendism to a statc power. This is the exact opposite to

what Marx's lMarxism is ~- the struggle for a totally new, classless, social order,

based on totally now human rclations, Anything short of that spells out betrayal.

Yours,
RAYA

FOOTNOTES

(1) Sce my Political-Philosophic Letter, "Iran: Unfoldment of, and Contradictions
in, Revolution", March 25, 1979, publishcd by Nows & Letters.

(2) And if a Trotskyist should darc to say that following Khomeini is like "follow-
ing" PFather Gapon in 1905, they should at lcast have learnced from Trotsky that,

far from any Bolshevik or Menshevik or.Social Revolutionary.or even Liberal follow—
_lng Father Gapon, the truth was that Fr., Gapon himsclf turned. against the' Tzar and
for the movenent aftor the army fired on their demonstration.

(3) Renombranco, hlstorlo romcnbrancc, has a uay of rcpeatlng 1tself as if it were
an ongoing clemeént in every crisis,  Nothing scoms more releévant now than Trotsky's
analysis of the Blg Tiie Stalin perpetrated by staging the infamous MOscow Frame-up
Trials, 1936-38, against the "General Staff of the Revolution", including Tukha-
chevsky, whom Stalin accused of nothing short of dealing with Nazi Germany. The
needed revolutionary attitude when such a lic is perpetrated, Trotsky told me,

is that it is not enough just not to believe the Big Lie. The fact is, he con-
tinued, that the reason the Big Liec is so much morc nonstrous than the ordinary
lie is because its premeditation hides the sinister motivation that would have put
everyonc on the alert, had they known the truth. What Stalin was accusing Tukha-
chevsky of, he cxplained, might very well be what Stalin himself was doing or plan=-
ing to do. The trial balloon touwards that end, which directs hatred towards the
accused, calls for a great deal morc than Jjust a defensc of the wrongly accused.
He must be prepared to fight some ncw "peppery dish" that Stalin is recadying =-
perhaps a deal with Hitler, That was precisely what happened the following year,
the Hitler-8talin Pact of 1939,

(4) Sce Christian Science Monitor 11/16/79: "Constitution Gives Clergy Control
in Iran" by Geoffrcy Godscll,

(5) Christian Scicnce Monitor, 11/21/79

(6) Sce both the chapter on "The Thought of Mao Tsc-tung" in my Philosophy and
Revol ution (Doll 1973) and "Hao's Last Hurrah" ', Political-Philosophic Lotter,
Feb. 27, 1976, published by News & Letters, Since the d031ynatlon of Russia

as "Enemy Number Cne" is the onc Mao legacy the post-Mao lecadership is scrupilous=

ly following out, sce also "Post-Mao China: Yhat How?" in New Essays (News &
Letters, 19777).




