The Trail to the 1°°0s from the 18P0g:
Marx's Jdew rioments and Those in QOur Age

A Lecture by RBava Dunavevskaya

This sixth and final lecture in a series of classes on ‘''Current
World Events and the Dialectic Method"” is being reproduced for the
1286 Convention of News & Letters Committees so that the Convention
can have before it the summation of the Yorkshop/classes, in prepar-
ation for the ti-weekly &L being considered this weekend,

Hello.

Today, what faces us in these crisis-ridden counter-revolutionary times
is not just "terrorism in general," and not just in a single country, but
nuclear terrorism. On a global scale, then, which new beginnings -- in the
absolute opposites of revolution and counter-ievolution -- will determine

the end, not ef humanity but of establishing tetally new human relations?

Ve have, on the one side, the undeclared, ongoing civil war in apartheid
South Africa, and, on the other, the magnificent Black struggles, which just
established the first-ever national Black trade union, COSATU, At the same
time, there were great revolutions in Haiti and the L1hilippines, as well as
a new awakening here of the divestment movement and the great mass movements
in Burope -- as well as £hc opposition here -- against the abysmal depths of

Reagan's Retrogressionism.

Yhat is as disastrous as Feagan's criminal actions in his attack on
ldbya is the Reagan ideology that pollutes the air. Here is the President
of the U.S., unashamedly saying, "I am also a contra," and following this up
with a blitz on Libya which he dares to call "self-dcfense" against "terror-

ism," as if he wasn't committing a state-terrorist act.

Yith this bombing of Libya, Reagan Retrogressionism has reached such an
abyss that the whole of today's talk is entitled:

Which new beginnings will determine the end -- the new developing revo-
lutions or the Reagan counter-revolution and its putrefaction of thought?

Therc are two opposing worlds in each country -- the rulers and the
masses. The Reagan degenerate chauvinistic super-patriotism pollutes our
alr. Long ago, Samuel Johnson had thc right description of such patriotism
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when he said, "Fatriotism is the last refupc of a scoundrel.”

Just look at the conecrcte disgusting rationale with which Reagan
followed the attack in the Culf of Sidre with an actual attack on Kadafi's
1living quarters, killing his 15-month cld infant and severly wounding two
others of his children, threc and four years old. Eighteen bombers flew
from England to drop the bombs. If anyone can be lower as a terrorist than
Kadafi, then Rambo-on-the-loose, Ronald Reagan, is the one.

It is this type of pull from the gutter imperialist politics of
nuclearly-armed capitalism that makes it important to struggle againét all
rulers. And it is the cnemy at home that larxist-Humanism must struggle
afrainst; not only by being active in ali mass movencnts and by solidarizine
with international movements, but by the specificity of a totally opnosite
philosorhy of revolution. The philosophy of classless new human relations is
also a forcec to be projected in our daily lives journalistically as well as
philosophically,

As a beginning toward that cend, we projected the transformation of

News & letters into a bi-weekly. In order to become fully practiced in

responding quickly to currcnt events as they happen, we outlined a series of
Yorksho:/Classes called "Current Jorld Bvents and the Dialcctic :ethod, "

1.

Let's dig into the Dialectics of the three Marx princinles in the

context of the new plobal concrcte of these past three months, with a brief

view of the Workshop/Classes: from thce Reazpn-Corbachev summit to the Ilesotho

coun;_from a Palestiniap in Caza to. the Shuttle explosion: from the attack on
lg§w§;j£:;%e nev_Japan-Russia agigépggi. T

Here are the three larx principles that form the ground of 1986 analyses,
vhether they relate to Horkshop/Classes; or to News & Letters; or to Volume

XIT of the arxist-Humanist Archives that was being finished in the same

three months; and, of cuursec, to thc events themselves as they will affect

our 1986~87 Persncctivess

1.) Yarx's concept of history in the making., That is to say, recording

an event both as the masses in motion are shaping and reshaping history and

as the larxist philosophy of revolution practices the Idea as a force, even
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as action itself is force. First, then, 1s history in thec making.

2.) Inscpareble from it is Diolectics. It is not something restricted

to any one historic period. The Dialectic :cthod examines cvery event in
the context of both historic continuity and discontinuity, as well as the

perspective for tomorrow,

To put it another way, while there is no substitute for action, action
like theory is in itsclf one-sided. The unity of action and thought is what
notivated Marx from the very start when Marx designated his philosophy “a
new Humanism" and unfurled a banner not only for the overthrow of capitalisnm

but for the creation of totally ncw human rclations.

Yhether an event haprencd in Marx's lifetime, specifically, his founding
of a new continent of thousht and revolution in 1844; or whether the event
happened in Ienin's time, 1914, ond he issued the call for the transformaticn
of an imperialist war into a civil war -- what all Marxists singled out from
Hegel was thc "materialistic” statement that whercver there is life, there

is movement, therc is the Dialectic.

larx's transformation of the Hegelian Dialcctic from a revolution in
rhilosophy into a philosophy of revolution led him, when the 1848 Revolutions
wore defeated, to call for "revolution in vermanence.” The second principle,

then, is Dialectices.,

3.) The third orincinle is the reclationship of objective to subjective,

neither as mere gencralization nor somcthing that stops at the first negation
-- that is, the overthrow of private capitalism-imperialism, the uprooting

of capitalism, orivatc or state. Rather, it analyzes the conercte cvents
inserarable from a vision of the futurc. This isn't something Marx said
only in 1844 or 18430. It is somcthing Marx cxperienced; he lived it. The

"new moments" in the very last decade of his life, with his dialcctical atti-~

tude to the so-called new scienee of anthropology -- i.o. his ncw apprcciauof th
tion of pre-capitalist socicty, what .we now call the Third Yorld -- are Pproof/

e all know what the Communist Manifesto projectcd as the world outlook

of the newly-named Communist Leagues “"Let the ruling clesses tremblc at a
Communist revolution. The proletarians have nothing to lose but their
chains. They have a world to win. VWORKING &N OF ALL COUNTRIES, UNITE!

Why, then, don't we remember as well that the Communist Menifesto was
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practicing Marx's 1844 proclamation of "revolutionary, critical-practical
activity™ not only against the ruling state-narty, but by separating himself

from "the varying existing opposition artics™?
In a word, why don't we remember the battle of ideas in all periods?

Let's now briefly cxamine the Uorkshop/Classes as to range of topics,
countries, historic periods, thecorics like thosc of state~capitalism and
the philosophy of revolution.

The first Vorkshop was on "The Reagan-Gorbachev Summit and the Black

Dimcnsion.,"” In that first Workshop, we made clear that thc two poles of
capitalist~imperialism are fundamentally the same, whether they call them-
sclves private canitalism or what calls itsclf Communism, but has irroved

to be a state-capitalist socicty.*

That first orksho» dcalt, in two differcnt ways, with the 3lack Dimen-
sion. The main report dealt with the coup in Iesotho, while the subrevort

could show in practice both the international and American Black dimensions

The sccond class, “The State of the Union and Marx's Critigue of the

Gotha Frogram" (to which I will rcturn at the end on Dialectics of Organi-

zation) was concerned not only with the-objective U.S8. retrogression under
Reaganism, but with the class strugzles at Hormel and against the AFL-CIC
burcaucracy. The subreport dealt with the concreteness of the quostion of
the Miskito Indians.

The question of the post-Yorld War II revolutions were dealt with in

two lectures ~- "Latin Amcrica's New Type of Yorker-leasant Revolutions”

3 For a dectailed analysis of all three Five Year Plans at the outbreak of
Yorld Yar II, scc Marxism and Prccdom...from 1776 Until Today. Thc world
Depression of the 1930s sirnificd not only the collapse of rrivatc capnital-
ism but discloscd that what had been a workers' state -- Russia -- had been
transformed into its very onrposite, a state-cavitalist socicty.

The 1930s also had new revolutlonary beginnings which werc climaxed
with the Civil Var in Srain. They »ointed to ncw forms of Organization as
well as new forms of revelt. The German Nazis helied the Spanish fascists
to crush that revolution, but that defeat did not leave the Stalinists
blameless. (Sec also Volume XII of the larxist-Humanist Archives.)
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and "Revolutions in Fast Durenc fron under Tetalitarian Communism.”  The

one on Latin Amcrice hoad o subroport on Iran and women's liberation in that
19C5-11 Ecvelution. The other, orn Zast durcre, which ¢id neot sc.arate

those revelutions from ongoing nhilosorhic debatcs on the concretc dialectic
and Karcl Kosik, had a subtrejort in which thc Youth stresscd the fact that
what is significant for arxist-Humanists is the “roakthrouch on the philo-

sonhic qucstions when thosc new wnosi-Yorld 'lar ITI rcvolutions cccurred.

The samc held truc when we weorc discussing not only the cbjective

situation, but how rcvolutionary journalism, Ncws & Lettocrs, developed,

in thc Jorkshow» on “Revolutionary Journalism and the Absolute Mothod., "
The subreriort was on Elcanor Marx in the U.S. Tts relevance will be

proved next morth as Haymarket is rcmembercd on its 10Cth anniversary.

That non~senaration of battle of idcas and the ongoing objective situa-
tions in which we wcre always -orticivating held trve for all classcs. Today,
as I stress the new, the concrote of these three months, I'm roeforring also

to vhat was hapocning in this reriod cven if it wasn't rart of the classcs.
IT.

In turning to the way the Marx prineciples arc g¢round for current
events that wercen't part of the classcs, we nust at the same time never
depart from the dialectie method whether i1 is past, present or pershoc-

tives for the immediate jcriod ahead.

First, then, whother you take the prescnt new magnificent cxprossion
of a Palestinicn in the Gaze Strip, Tawfik Abu Chazalch, who syoke as fol-
lowst "I zucss vou could say we have fallen off the man, Yes, that's it,

Gaza has fallen off the men" (3Y Times, 4-5-86);

or whother you take the question of so-called “purc sciencc' which
was s0 all-nervasive in the 19th century that although Hegel himself cor-
tainly recornized no academic discinline inecluding “'scicnee" as anything
comparable to thc .absolute, he novertheless called his detailed work on
logic the Science of Logie. The voint is not any “contingent' historic
desi-nation, but thc Diazlectic of Humenity's Develo.ment. It is this
that larxist-Humanism is Dreoccupiedé with -- the Concretc, thc Concretc,

the Conercte of that develodment. This is neither us~to-datoncss nor a
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soung like we
way t¢/ want to go back to thc "horsc and bugey” days. It is a way of proving

in the conerete Marxist-Humanist orzposition to the capitalistic usc of science,

Take the casc of the Challcenger cxplosion. It was absolutcly the clear-
cst way, thc most concrete new way to opposc thingifying and militarizing of
sclence at the cxpensce of human beings, including of astronauts, because of
the zlobal rcach of Amcrican imperialism and its time clock. 4s you saw

from the ~rril issuc of News & Lottcrs on that explosion, the new wasn't a

mere restatemcnt of the capital/iabor relaticnship. Rather, it was a way
of ovrosing thc now way of thingifying human relations, the capitalistic,
imrerialistic militarization at this stage when the two nuclear Bchemoths,

out for single world mastery, forced the time clock for the whole of socicty.

This the News & Letters lead achieved by showlng Reagan Retrogressionism,
be it in the state or the factory or scicnee, including the Three FMile Island
disaster as well as the Shuttle, in peinting to Bhopal, India as well as
Charleston, West Virginia, the Uilburys mine in Utah as wcll as the Dalcon
Shield IUDs -- and, to gct back to the class strugrle, it pointed to the most
militant class struzole involved in the Hormel strike.

Unless we arc always concrete, have as our point of derarture the new,
and at thc samec time have other discussions of the teniec, we will miss up on
what iarxist-Humanism in its journalistic exvression, News & Ictters, started
with on the Black dimension, on Automation and on having both Jingela Texrano's
and Charles Denby's points of view be oxnressed in Denby's Horkers Battle
Automation, a continuing frec flowin: discussion. In 1986 let's continuc

what we started in Yorkers Battlc Automation in 1960.

Take Volume XIT of the Archives, noting that the new Tntroduction/Over-
view shows that the actual focal point before the final brezk with Trotskylism
and before wc used the word, larxist-Humanism -- the tensions, that is, which
led to the final break -- all first cmerged in the 1930s, when, on the onc
hand, there was the Deiression and the collapse of private capitalism, and,
on the other hand, the Spanish Reveolution. That was thc threshold of the
break with allaestablished larxism, whether that be Stalinism or Trotskyism,
and our continuity with Farx's jarxism that became jarxist-Humanism. That is
why we now call the Archives “"larxist-Humanism: A Half Century of Its lorlc
Development. ©
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It is just as nccessary to 100k at the Pacific and the double-crosscs
¥ithin cach of the alliances -- s ecificelly Jaian as it rclates to its new

tradc arrecment with Russia.

Despite the fact that there has been a full cdecade of hibernalion in
thesc relations; despite the fact that Russia not only didn't returmm but
refused to even discuss with Japan the four islands in the South Kuriles it
appropfiated from Vorld War II; and despite the fact that thc shootinz down
of the South Korcan airlines plane in 1983 had hcated up that staimation of
relations ~~ suddenly, in January 1986 nobody less than thce Foreiim linister
of Russia, Shevardnadze, paid a full four-day visit to Jaran and did more

than just sign a trade agreement.

As the official Soviet news agcency, Tass, put its "The level of Scvict-
Japanese rclations corresponds neither to the two countrigs' nolitical in-
fluence on international affairs, nor to their cconomic potential.” Whether
or not the rulcrs in Jaran intend to play “the Soviet card” in the future,
the point is that the trade agreemont was in no seasc minor, or Jjust on the
level of U.S. "cultural"” relations with Russia. they scnd us the Bolshoi
ballet and we scnd them jazz. '

Here are the specifics: 1) 300 Jzpanesc firms will take »art next
November in thc first Industrial and Technclogical Fair to be hcld in fLoscow
in 16 ycars. Russia has asked Japan to draw up a plan for tcchnclogical co-

operation in Robotics, new materials, microrrocesscrs and bio-technology.

2) Japan Jjust sizned a major agreement to buy wood from the Soviet Union
($600 million) and has arproved a ncw $248 million credit linc for the USSR.
This is the first time sincc 1982 that Japan's official import-export bank
has agrecd to finance ithe Russians, during which period the trade between
the two countries, which stood at $5.6 billion in 1982, had dronved to $3.9
billion.

3) The 12th Pive Year plan, which becins this ycar, discloscs how very
nuch in need. is Russia of up-to-date tochnologies fer both its senceral modemn-
ization and concretely for development in Siberia and the Sakhalin. This is
exactly the type of expansion of markets Japan is locking for. The new

Japan-Russia agrcement is but the first step of the new reclationship.
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It is high time to dctail larxisi-Humanism's development because what
becomes imperative in this crisis~ridden capitalistic-imperialistic world --
and that of course includes both nuclcar Bchemoths -- is Marx's multilincar
concept of human development, be it of the industrialized world or what he
called the »re-capitalist world, and we know as thc Third World, as well as
the whole conceipt of organization for that final battlc, that would be in-
separable from Marx's philosophy of revolution. This of course is.what wo
roint to when we say that larx's ncw moments make it clecar that the 1880s
is the trail to the 1980s. Iut this requirces concretization by this new
generation. First we broke with all nost~larx larxists and worked this out
ex>licitly in Chapter 12 of Rosa Luxcmburg, Women's Liberation and larx's
Philosophy of Fcvolution. The turning Point in the global struszle for
freedom was the rccosmition that the idbsclute lethod is the »vhilosorhic cround

for the »resent world stryszle for freedonm.

In a word, wc must facce what we consider the burning question of teday --
ORGANIZATION AS INSEVARABLE FROI: THE IDE., i.c. MARX'S PHILOSCPHY OF REVC-
LUTICON, VS, THE VISAGE OF HITLER /ND THE ONGOING REALITY OF REAGANISM.

The visage of Hitler in South Africa cxtended itself to preducing the
Lesotho coup which didn't stop Reagan from rolling out the red carvet for
the most notorious mercenary, Savimbi, financed by apartheid South Africe
which is gettiné very substantial hcl» from Recagan to intensify their counter-
revolutionary work in Ancola and in liozambiguc. This turncd out to be just a
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"ecurtain raiscr" for the imperialistic, savage onslaucht azeinst Libya --
which Reazan dared to call “sclf-defense” against terrorism. In truth, he
is the grecatest terrorist. He must be storped. Nor can the activitics in
opposing him be senarated from the battle of idecas against this new form

of countor-rcvolution,

The rclationship betweon the battle of ideas and our actions against
the reactiondry are we arc living in may net scom to be connected with
vhat sounds likc such a mystical abstraction as Absolute lMethod. The
truth is that 1953, whcen the world witnessed the very first ever revolt

against totalitarian Communism, was the very pcriod when I broke throuch on



the Jibsolute Idca. 7T said that sirmificd thet thcers was 2 novoment from
practice as well as from theoxy, and this invelved tho whole struggle for
total freecdom in the shecific nost-World War 1T period. “hat is exactly
why, in a similar period of Frussian rcecticn morc than a Qontury aro, Marx
called his ideas "a new Humanism.”™ A4ll thils we soclled out in cur first
najor theorctic work, Marxism and Frcedom, which workod out the continuity
with Marx's larxism and the discontinuity which was an actual concretization
for our age's btattle for frecedom. Indeed, the very first chaptecr ended with
a scetion called “Hegol's absolutes and Cur Age of Absolutes.” In a word,
absolute rethod, far from being any metaphysical abstractiion, is actually

the process of conercte dialectical development in each age.

- = o

The ceascless movement of human develovment, through cver-reagpearing
contradictions, sismifics that an cnd is rcazlly the ground for new beginnings.

/nd new besimninss determine the ond.

Yhen the turbulent 1960s conded with an abortod revolution, it became
clear that Youth activity alonc, with its disrcgard for theory as if it
could be "nicked up en route’, would only cnd in more anc more aborted re-
velutions. e concretized this in thilesoihy and Revolution, from Hezel to

Sartrc and from Marx to Mao.

To this doy, necither post-Marx Marxists nor activist rragmatists have
wrestled with the Dialectics of Organizetion: rhiloso hy, the 'rarty”, and
Oppositc Forms of Oryanization 3orn Out of Spontaneity. That is the toric
of my next book., Unfortunately it will take anothcr two ycars to complete,
411 T can do herc is touch with wherce I begin -- with Marx's Critique of the
Gotha Prorram, written in that last decade of his lifc wheon he exnPerienced

all those ‘“new momcnts, ™

No Farxists undcrstood fully this critigue as it relates to organization,
not even Lenin, whe achieved the Sreatest lea) on corcretizing Marx's
analysis of thc nec?l to destroy the bour:cois state in his State and Revolu-
tion, which unfurlcd the banner for the actual November 1917 Russian Revo-
iution. But insofar as the Jarty was concerncd, hc omitted entirely that
question of Organization, leavinz himself confined within his 19C3 conco 't
of the vanguard Party, notwithstandings the changes he introduccd in 1505
and 1¢17, and hailing thce soontanecus new forms of organization, like the
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soviets in 1917.

Rosa ILuxcmburgz, who had ma’c a catcrory of shontancity, likewisc re-
mained "orthodox"™ on the question of the rarty and criticized Icnin only on
the point of centralization and decentralization, Who, then, took organiza-
tional responsibility for Marx's philosophy, not just of revolution “in gene-
ral," but specifically the question of what haprens aftexr the overthrow of
capitalism? What Marx was peinting to concretely was that both those who
called themsclves Marxists (Eisenachists} and thosc who were lassal}eans
considered that what was of the esscnee was unity, putting off or "taking for

granted” the rhilosophie ground.

In actuality, what “takin; for zgranted" achieved was to make a princirle
of the spceifically Gexman General Yorkers Association that was nationallstic,

as azainst the First International Marx hecaded.

Put diffcrently, what Marx was aiming at in the Critique was to tell
Marxists they must not forgct the Universal of freedom as what havpens after
overthrow, in their precoccupation with immecdiate activity, activity, activity.
Tt is true that those last three words werce fram the 1960s, not from 1875.
But the cssencce of what larx was aimins for was coxirosscd in that simple word

that everyonc “took for granted” they understood -- labor.

There Marx "reopoated” at the very time he completed the French editicn

remain allenated, that it nust become a total human activity, never scparating

theoxry from »ractice.®

The world in which we live now confronts us with 21l its counter-revolu-
tionary actions, with the Reagan Retrogressionism on all fronts, including
the U.S. itsclf and its "ideology;” which we must never forzet that Marx de-
sirnated as falsc consciousncss. The »utyefaction of thought that the Recagan

Afministration is coxuding is polluting the air for all.

That makes it all the mere imperative to srash what has havpeoned in
this post—Uorid Var II -eriod sincc the movement from practice was so crea-
tive as to be a form of theory itsclf. Let us not forget that a form of

® 4 conversation with Herbert iarcusce in the late 1970s in a way revealcd
the whole relevance of that for our aze, wheon he asked me what did I think
of that specific pararraph in the Critique of the Cotha Frogrem.
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theory is not yct hiloso hr. Rather; it is a challecn-e to the theorcticians
to end the onc-sidedness of thecoxyr, as vracticce is challenge! toc end its one-
sicdedness, so that theorr and “ractice can croate 2 now unity, the new rola-

tionship of »ractice to thcory in order finally to rcach the realization of

‘hilosorhy. This is what Marx was working out in his last decade, after the
defeat of the revolutions in his Jeriod, and the fact that the 1875 attemnts
at organization :ut a priority on the unity rather than the »rincivles which

thcy surnoscedly “took for zranted.™

Yhat is an imperative for our ace is nover to “teke for granted” the
Morx rrincinles, Marx's Universals, the vhilosorhy of rcvelution, as the

are granples with its immcdiatces.

Hew forms of theory that have arisen from the s»ontancous mass revolts,
with its challcnge to the thcorcticians, arc exactly wherc Marxist-~Humenism
started when working out a new newspaper wherc the “rocducticn worker becanmc
the cditor,

Fews anc Lcttcrs Committees at the same time assigmed the completicn of
the first major thcorctical work, larxism and Froodom, and that 1t be done by
submitting the dreft for discussion with workers and Youth. (Scc especially
Chapter 16, “Automation and the New Humanism™ as well as the Tntroduction. )
In a word, the combination of worker and intcllectual was not limited to

the journalistic forxm, but was for all our major theorctical works in »rocess.

The doint is that objectively the new passions and now forces of rovolu-
tion -- whother thoy be rank-and-file labor, Black, Youth, women's lidera-
tion, peasant -- arce resent both as force and as Reason, all aiming to sce
that the ncw revolutions arc not aborted but create the ;round for now human

relations,
his is exactly what wc arc aiming at with what we call organizational

rcsonsibility for larxist-Humenism. The doors arc onben, wicce oben.

; suril 22, 1986
(Icnin's birthday)





