BEGIN'S GENOCIDAL WAR IN LEBANON
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The crises have taken their most monstrous shape
now in Israel’s genocidal war still ongoing in Lebanon. The
wanton invasion of that land and the barbaric destruction
which, in six days, caused the death of over 10,000 pecple
and left hundreds of thousands homeless, seems to show
there are no limits to the imperialist aims for a '‘Biblical’’
Eretx Israel, Begin-Sharon style. Begin the terrorist had
from the start dreamed of that type of Eretx Isreel (Land
of Israel) and fought the Jewish leadership* anxious to found
a homeland, no matter how small, for Jews after the Holo-
caust. And Sharon has rejected even Begin’'s minor attempts
at compromise. Look at what these two are reaping now:

Where Isrqel’s declared aim was to drive the PLO from
where it could and did engage in terrorist attacks on Israel,
Begin-Sharon have shown total disregard for the civilian
population, Lebanese as well as Palestinian, and Palestinian
whether or not they were PLO. The destructiveness of their
military might does not stop them because the destruction
of Lebanon is exactly what they are driving for. It is true
that, above all, they want to destroy the PLQO. !t is not true
that they do not want ‘g single inch’’ of Lebanon’s territory.
They want the whole of Lebanon under control of a

puppet regime, specifically the neo-fascist Phalangist army
that the Lebanese masses had fought and were on the verge
of defeating in the 1975.76 Civil War.

Thet Reegan is presently supporting Begin-Sheron's Israel
which is now reveging Lebenon is cleer beyond eny perod-
venture of e. deubt. The U.S. hes gone 3o fer es to invent o
myth thet there is ‘‘no Lebanon,”” thet suppesedly so cheoti
were conditions in Lebenon that evon Isreel’s gemocidei waer
can pass fer ““peece.”” Whet they think is tha end of Lebanon
will prove to bo the beginning of the end of giobel im-
perialism, headed by the U.S. and echieving its mest gory
form in Israel’s wanton weys of trying toi destroy Lebanon.

The opposition to Begin's rule within Israel is as vet
small, but it is vocal. It has just had @ Peace Now rally
outside of Begin's office, in which the Citizens Rights Move-
ment participated cnd which showed the intensity of its
opposition. Professor Benjamin Cohen of the University of
Tel Aviv wrote of Begin-Sharon’s rationale for the genocide
in Lebanon: "“These Goebbelsean lies enrace me.’”’ (The letter
to Pierre Vidal-Naget, an organizer of the Jewish intellectu-

4.0n Daoc. 4, 1948, The New York Times ran a letter signed bv
28 ot America’'s mast resoected Jews, including Albert Einstein
and Raocoir Cordozo, which protested rho visit of Menachem Begin,
then leader of the Herur Partv, which it described as ‘“closeiv
akin v 1t orga@nizahion, methads, palitical otwiosoohy and sociad
appeal to the Nazi ond Fascist parties.’’



als who demonstrated in front of the Isrqeli Embassy in
Paris, was printed in Le Moade, June 19.)

Isrqel’s. present blitzkrieg has a stark resembiance to
nothing so much as Hitler's ““fingl solution’” for the Jews.
Begin should have learned from that Holocaust that you
cannot destroy @ whole people and their hunger for freedom.
What Arafat could not achieve through qil these years, Begin
has managed to do for him by giving Arafat an exoanded
acceptance by the majority of Palestimans and by making
him g hero.

If anything, proves that successful revolution is im.
passible without @ philosoohy of revolution it is precisely
Lebanon.5 The 1975-76 Civil War in that land was taking

place in the period when, on the one hand, there was the
greatest worldwide Recession since the Oepression and, an
the other hand, new forms of revolution were arising that
posed new questions. Oidn't, for example, the “revolution in
Portugal reclly begin in Africa? The Portuguese Revolution
aiso witnessed. o' tendency that called for epartidensme (non-
partyism). The entire decade was concluded with the 1979
revolution in lran that mode revolution rather than oil the
characteristic also of the Middle East.

It wasn’t, however, the 1970s that had first begun the
new age.. A whole J0-year movement from practice began
in the 1950s when it became clear that the banner of Hu-
manism, raised by the totally new appearance of freedom
fighters from under Communist totalitarianism, was 0 uni-
versal .a form that it characrerized all the freedom fighters
af this gge—including those fighting Waestern imperiglism
as well, be thot in Africa, or Latin America, or the Middle
East, or right within the U.S.

5.0f oif e Arad londs,” Lebanon is ™o ane ™Mar porrurs the
freest exprossion for ail polihcal fendoncies, ond INCiuded o
Cormwrurnsr  Parry evon hefore LeOonon gamed an indedendent
oustence n.-1943. IFf wos decause of rhe - natrow nationalism
wiwen the Statimists rermroduced n tho 197S-76 Civik War n
Ladanan and whicn persists ro tws day ™ar our August (976
Patitieni-Philessphic Letter.on ™mar Civii War ended with: ““When
mastory and mMeory ger info eoch offer's wav, and dmlosoory and
revoiunon get eoqgrated. ™Mere 13 N GIT fram counter-revoiu-
nonary conseauences.” P s rhese counrer-rgvoiutionary conse-
Quences ™Mar we are sutfenng ngne ar tis moment.



