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A 1980s View of the Two-Way Road 
Between the U.S. and Africa 

On this double 20th anniversary of the famous 1963 
March on Washington and the first publication of Ameri-
can Civilization on Trial, the struggle continues. The 
planned August 27, 1983 March on Washington is taking 
place when the deep economic recession spells out De-
pression for the Black world, not only in terms of unem-
ployment — especially that of the youth which is an 
incredible 50 percent — but in the whole field of civil 
rights, where that supreme artificer, President Reagan, is 
trying to roll back what civil rights struggles had achieved 
over the past two decades. 

Reagan's retrogressionism makes it more imperative 
than ever not to leave these stark facts at the factual stage 
alone. Otherwise, all we could report is that the Magnolia 
Jungle we described in our first edition is as steaming as 
it was when Bull Connor unleashed the fire-hoses, vicious 
dogs and cattle prods against teenagers in Birmingham, 
Alabama and four young Black children were blown to 
bits in a church there — after which Schwemer, Chaney 
and Goodman were tortured and murdered in Mississippi, 
and Viola Liuzzo was gunned down and Rev. Reeb club-
bed to death following the Selma to Montgomery March. 
Indeed, that jungle is still at such white heat that Black 
youth in Florida have erupted in revolt for three years in 
a row. 

The truth is, however, first, that what was won through 
the last two decades was inseparable from the intense new 
forms of revolt. The turbulent 1960s witnessed the birth 
of a whole Third World, central to which was the Black 
Revolution both in the U.S. and in Africa. Secondly, 
inseparable from and simultaneous with that, was the 
Marxist-Humanist banner that American Civilization on 
Trial raised in the context of the whole 200-year history 
of the U.S., whose civilization had been put on trial and 
found guilty. 

In a word, to separate a philosophy of liberation from 
the struggle for freedom is to doom us to yet one more 
unfinished revolution such as has characterized the U.S. 
from its birth, when the Declaration of Independence was 
meant for white, only and left the Black enslaved. It was 
because this history, not only as past but as present, 
remained racist on the 100th anniversary of the "Emanci-

pation Proclamation" that the Introduction to American 
Civilization on Trial was entitled:, "Of Patriots, Scoun-
drels and Slave Masters." 

Historic Turning Points: Slave Revolts, 
Women's Dimension, Anti-Imperialism 

What American Civilization on Trial disclosed was 
that, at each historic turning point of development in the 
U.S., it was the Black masses in motion who proved to 
be the vanguard. Take the question of the slave revolts 
leading to the birth of Abolitionism, which had created a 
new dimension of American character. It is not only, as 
we pointed out, that: "They were inter-racial and in a 
slave society preached and practiced Negro equality. They 
were distinguished as well for inspiring, aligning with and 
fighting for equality of women in an age when the 
women had neither the right to the ballot nor to property 
nor to divorce. They were internationalist, covering 
Europe with their message, and bringing back to this 
country the message of the Irish Freedom Fighters." It is 
that the vanguard nature of the Black dimension in the 
Abolitionist movement has much to say to us today — 
even when it comes to Women's Liberation. 

Take so simple a matter as a name, specifically So-
journer Truth's name. Keep in mind what the question of 
choosing a name means in today's Women's Liberation 
Movement, which has discussed widely the question of 
not bearing one's husband's name. But did anyone other 
than Sojourner Truth include a whole philosophy of free-
dom in a chosen name? Listen to her story. She said she 
"talked with God," told him she refused to bear a slave 
name, and asked what should she do? "He" answered 
her as follows: Sojourn the world over and tell everyone 
the truth about American democracy, that it doesn't exist 
for Blacks. That was how she decided to call herself 
"Sojourner Truth." 

Woman as Reason as well as Force has always been 
hidden from history, not to mention philosophy. Yet, as 
early as 1831, the very year Nat Turner led the greatest 
slave revolt, Maria Stewart spoke up in public — the first 
American-born woman, white or Black, to speak publi-
cly. Her appeal was to: 



"O ye daughters of Africa, awake! awake! arise! 
no longer sleep nor slumber but distinguish your-
selves. Show forth to the world that ye are endow-
ed with noble and exalted faculties . . . How long 
shall the fair daughters of Africa be compelled to 
bury their minds and talents beneath a load of iron 
pots and kettles? . . . How long shall a mean set of 
men flatter us with their smiles, and enrich them-
selves with our hard earnings: their wives' fingers 
sparkling with rings and they themselves laughing 
at our folly?" 
Total deafness to women shaping history extended into 

the 20th century, even when it wasn't a question of the 
rights of any single person, but when whole masses in 
motion fought — and won! 

In Africa, in 1929, tens of thousands of Igbo women 
had self-organized against both British imperialism and 
their own African chiefs whom they accused of carrying 
out the new British edict to tax women. It took our age 
and a new Women^sjjhfiiation Movement to bring forth 
just such pages of history.1 

The vanguard nature of the Black dimension is seen 
also in the struggle against imperialism at its earliest 
appearance. Take the question of the Spanish-American 
War, Blacks sensed its imperialist nature and became the 
very first force in the world outside of Latin America 
itself to organize an Anti-Imperialist League in 1899. In a 
word, whether the focus is on the Civil War in the U.S. 
or the world anti-imperialist struggles, the Black masses 
in motion showed their multi-dimensionality. 

In the very same year that the Anti-Imperialist League 
was formed, in a different part of the world the revol-
utionary Marxist, Rosa Luxemburg, wrote: 

"At present, Persia and Afghanistan too have 
been attacked by Russia and England. From that, 

1. See Judith Van Allen's "Aba Riots or Igbo Women's War" in 
UMiamu 6: no. 1 (1975). An elaborated version also appeared 
in Woman In Africa, Nancy Halkin and Edna Bay, eds. (Stanford, 
Ca.: Stanford Univ. Press, 1976). See especially a global view of 
revolutionary women in ROM Luxemburg, Woman'« Liberation 
and Marx's PhHoaophy of Revolution, pp. 79-112. 

the European antagonisms in Africa too have re-
ceived new impulses; there, too, the struggle is 
breaking out with new force (Fashoda, Delegoa, 
Madagascar). It's clear that the dismemberment of 
Asia and Africa is the final limit beyond which 
European politics no longer has room to unfold. 
There follows then another such squeeze as has just 
occurred in the Eastern question, and the European 
powers will have no choice other than throwing 
themselves on one another, until the period of the 
final crisis sets in within politics . . . etc., 'etc." 

The birth of a whole new Third World in our age cast 
a new illumination both on Luxemburg's flash of genius 
on imperialism's rise and on the little-known page of 
Black history concerning its early anti-imperialist strug-
gles. The struggles today have reached a new intensity, 
and they are multi-dimensional. As we witnessed in the 
anti-Vietnam War struggles, it was the Black youth who 
first articulated the defiance as "Hell, no! We won'I 
go!". Yet it has become clear since the 1960s that even 
the greatest actions need the direction that comes from a 
total philosophy of freedom. What is needed now is to 
concretize such a philosophy Of"freedom as the reality for 
our age. 

Emergence of the Third World as Marx 
Foresaw It 

What American Civilization on Trial reveals is both 
Marx's deep American roots and his Promethean vision. 
Take the succinct way in which Marx pinpointed the 
situation in the Civil War at its darkest moment, as the 
war dragged on and the Southern generals were winning 
so decisively as to produce a defeatist attitude in the 
North. Where others looked at the military forces, Marx 
looked at the forces of revolution: "A single Negro regi-
ment would have a remarkable effect on Southern nerves 
. . . a war of this kind must be conducted along revolu-
tionary lines . . . " (Letter from Marx to Engels, August 
7, 1862). 

From his very first break with capitalism, as he dis-
covered a whole new continent of thought and of revolu-

ii 



Hon which he called "a new Humanism," capitalism is 
what Marx critiqued and fought against throughout his 
life. Here is how he described the origins of European 
capitalism: 

"The discovery of gold and silver in America, 
the extirpation, enslavement and entombment in 
mines of the aboriginal population, the beginning 
of the conquest and looting of the East Indies, the 
turning of Africa into a warren for the commercial 
hunting of black skins, signalized the rosy dawn of 
the era of capitalist production." (Capital, Vol. 1, 
p. 823, Kerr edition) 

The unmasking of Western civilization's racism by its 
Black dimension in revolutionary moments of mass up-
surge makes imperative a most serious return, on this 
centenary of Marx's death, to his critical, revolutionary 
unmasking of Western civilization's capitalist foundat-
ions. Just as in the U.S., so in Britain, Western civiliza-
tion has been put on trial by the Black dimension. This 
became especially sharp with the April 1981 Brixton re-
bellion. Like the famous Kerner Commission Report fol-
lowing the 1967 rebellions in the U.S. and the current 
investigations into the Miami rebellions, the British gov-
ernment has produced its own Scarman Report on the 
Black British rebellions. While the tone of the British 
report is more outraged than its American counterpart at 
the stripping away of Britain's fetishism about its vaunted 
"civilization," Lord Scarman nevertheless found that 
"the disorders, like so many riots in British history, were 
a protest against society by people, deeply frustrated and 
deprived, who saw in a violent attack upon the forces of 
law and order their one opportunity of compelling public 
attention to their grievances." Being in the business of 
empire longer than the Americans, however, the British 
authorities are more expert in recognizing historic con-
tinuities in the new forms of revolt against their rule. 
Thus, in its very first paragraph, the Scarman Report 
observed that "the petrol bomb was now used for the first 
time on the streets of Britain (the idea, no doubt, copied 
from the disturbances in Northern Ireland)."2 

Frantz Fanon was absolutely right when, in our age, he 
wrote: "Two centuries ago, a former European colony 
decided to catch up with Europe. It succeeded so well that 
the United States of America became a "monster . . . " 
The extreme urgency of dealing with that global monster 
today demands that the struggles be tightly woven to-
gether with a total philosophy. As we work it out for our 
age, what is needed is a concentration, at one and the 
same time, on 1) the trail to the 1980s from Marx's last 
decade, and 2) revolutionary Black thought. 

It was in his last decade that Marx discovered still 
newer paths to revolution. Present-day existing state-
capitalisms calling themselves Communist, like Russia 
and China, have totally abandoned both the philosophy 

2. Marx often singled out the deep relationship between Irish re-
volutionaries and all other minorities. A new projected 11-volume 
documentary study, covering the impact of Garveyism on the 
U.S., Africa and the West Indies, reveals the revolutionary rela-
tionship between Garveyism and the Irish struggles in the early 
part of the 20th century. Vol. I (1826-1919) and Vol. II (1919-
1920) are due off the press In November, 1983, edited by Robert 
A. Hill (Berkeley, Cal.: Univ. of California Press). See also "British 
Civilization on Trial," in the May-June, 1981 issue of Marxlit-
Humanlsm, journal of British Marxist-Humanists, available from 
New* & Letter«. 

ana the actuality of Marx's "revolution in permanence." 
Marx, on the other hand, began introducing fundamental 
changes in his greatest theoretical work, Capital, which 
disclosed his new perceptions of the possibility of a revol-
ution in technologically underdeveloped lands before the 
technologically advanced West. Take the simple word 
"so-called" placed by Marx in the title of the final part 
of Capital: "The So-Called Primitive Accumulation of 
Capital." Though that word has been disregarded by post-
Marx Marxists, it touches the burning question of our day 
— the relationship of technologically advanced countries 
to the technologically underdeveloped Third World. What 
Marx was saying with that word, "so-called", was that it 
simply wasn't true that capitalism's carving up of the 
Asian and African world characterized only the primitive 
stage of capitalism. 

To further stress that technologically advanced capi-
talism has not at all left behind the so-called primitive 
stage of turning Africa into "a warren for hunting black 
skins" and forcing them into slavery in "civilized" 
countries, Marx subordinated the whole section of Part 8 
and made it integral to Part 7, "Accumulation of Capi-
tal." There it reached its highest point — the concentra-
tion and centralization of capital. Thereupon, Marx added 
a whole new paragraph to the 1875 French edition of 
Capital, which showed that this continued outreach into 
imperialism "successively annexed extensive areas of the 
New World, Asia and Australia."3 

As Marx then turned to study pre-capitalist societies — 
be it of the Native Americans, the Indians in Morgan's 
Ancient Society, or the Australian aborigine designated 
by Marx as "the intelligent Black", he hit out against 
anyone trying to transform his chapter, "The Historical 
Tendency of Capitalist Accumulation" into a "Univer-
sal." Marx insisted that he had been describing the parti-
cular, historic stage of Western capitalism; that other 
societies need not follow that path. If they did, they 
would ' 'lose the finest chance ever offered by history to a 
people and undergo all the fatal vicissitudes of the capi-
talist regime."4 

Revolutions in Philosophy and in Fact 
Marx's projection of the possibility of a revolution 

coming first in technologically underdeveloped lands 
achieved a new meaning for our age with the emergence 
of a whole new Third World, as well as new mass 
struggles and the birth of new revolutionary forces as 
reason. The Black dimension in the U.S. as well as in 
Africa showed that we had, indeed, reached a totally new 
movement from practice to theory that was itself a new 
form of theory. It was this new movement from practice 
— those new voices from below — which we heard, 
recorded, and dialectially developed. Those voices de-
manded that a new movement from theory be rooted in 
that movement from practice and become developed to 
the point of philosophy — a philosophy of world revolu-
tion. 

Our very first majortheoretical work, Marxism and 

3. This paragraph was left out of Engels' English and German edi-
tions. It is discussed in Chapter 10 of ROM Luxemburg, Wom-
en's Liberation and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, "A De-
cade of Historic Transformation: from the Grundrisse to Capital." 

4. Marx's letter to the journal which had published a critique of his 
work by the Russian Populist, Mihailovsky, was written in 
November, 1877 but not published in Russia until 1886 after 
Marx's death in 1883. 



freedom, cast in the context of that movement from 
practice, was followed by a series of pamphlets in which 
the voices of all the revolutionary forces — workers. 
Blacks, women and youth — could be heard: from 
Workers Battle Automation to Freedom Riders Speak 
for Themselves, and from The Free Speech Movement 
and the Negro Revolution to Working Women for 
Freedom.5 Indeed, it was not only the voices of the 
Freedom Riders we heard in 1961, but the story of the 
magnificent Black women in Mississippi who called 
themselves "Woman Power Unlimited" and came to the 

.. aid of the jailed Freedom Riders. 
American Civilization on Trial cast a new illumina-

tion on the two-way road between Africa and the U.S. 
via the West Indies by showing that what, to the 
capitalists, was the triangular trade of rum, molasses and 
slaves, was, to the Blacks, the ever-live triangular de-
velopment of internationalism, masses in motion and 
ideas. This triangular development remains the dominant 
force to this day. 

In our epoch, the dynamism of ideas in Africa comes 
out in sharp focus as we contrast it to the weary Ameri-
can bourgeois ideologues who declared the 1950s to be 
"the end of ideology" just when a whole new Third 
World emerged. As against what the capitalist ideologues 
wrote then, consider the 1959 speech by Leopold Sedar 
Senghor to the Constitutive Congress which united Mali 
and Senegal: 

"A nation that refuses to keep its rendezvous 
with history, that does not believe itself to be the 
bearer of a unique message -— that nation is 
finished, ready to be placed in a museum. The 
Negro African is not finished even before he gets 
started. Let him speak; above all, let him act. Let 
him bring like a leaven, his message to the world 
in order to help build a universal civilization . . . 
Let us recapitulate Marx's positive contributions. 
They are: the philosophy of humanism, economic 
theory, dialectical method." 

It is true that Africa, too, has since undergone many 
retreats, as the Union of Mali and Senegal'has broken up 
and Senghor has retrogressed in thought, as well. It is not 
true that the mass freedom struggles have abated. Nor is 
it true that Senghor represents all of African thought. 
Frantz Fanon was"the opposite both in thought and in act, 
and it is his philosophy that is alive as far as South Africa 
is concerned and, indeed, can become a foundation for 
today's freedom struggles worldwide. It was this new 
stage in the two-way road that we presented in our 1978 
pamphlet Frantz Fanon, Soweto and American Black 
Thought. 

If we return to the year 1959, when Senghor made the 
Address to his Congress, we fincTtfiat fo be the same year 
that Frantz Fanon addressed the Second Congress of 
Black Artists and Writers meeting in Rome, where he 

-said: "The consciousness of self is not the closing of a 
/ door to communication. Philosophic thought teaches us, on 
' the contrary, that it is its guarantee. National conscious-
1 ness, which is not nationalism, is the only thing that will 

^ j ive us an international dimension." 

5. The full development of Marxist-Humanist philosophy in the U.S., 
under the title "Marxist-Humanism, 1941 to Today, Its Origin and 
Development in the U.S." is on file and available on microfilm at 
the Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs, Walter Reuther Library, 
Wayne State University, Detroit, Ml 48202. 

Furthermore, this was not philosophy for its own sake 
or history as past, because Fanon was contrasting the 
Black worker to the Black intellectual in that battle 
against colonialism: 

' 'History teaches us clearly that the battle against 
colonialism does not run straight away along the 
lines of nationalism . . . It so happens that the 
unpreparedness of the educated classes, the lack of 
practical links between them and the mass of the 
people, their laziness, and let it be said, their cow-
ardice at the decisive moment of the struggle will 
give rise to tragic mishaps." (Wretched -of the 
Earth, p. 121, Grove Press edition) 

In this, too, Fanori's vision saw far. Which is why the 
final chapter of the 1973 work Philosophy and Revolu-
tion — "New Passions and New Forces: The Black 
Dimension, the Anti-Vietnam War Youth, Rank-and-File 
Labor, Women's Liberation" — quoted the American 
Black auto worker who gave the philosophy of Humanism 
its sharpest edge: "There is no middle road anymore. The 
days we accepted "we have to take the lesser of two 
evils' are gone. You have to go to the extreme now. 
Racism is the issue here, and to rid ourselves of that, to 
be Humanist, we need a revolution." 

The Black Consciousness Movement today recognizes 
Fanon as a great Third World theorist, at the same time 
that they recognize Steve Biko's unique creativity in the 
Soweto uprising in 1976 and in founding their great new 
movement. This is precisely why South Africa's barbaric 
apartheid system murdered Biko in September 1977. 

It was no accident that.-Charles Denby, the Black 
production worker-editor of News & Letters since its 
birth, felt impelled in 1978 to add a new Part II to the 
story of his life which had been published in 1952 as 
Indignant Heart. Thus, Part II of Indignant Heart: A 
Black Worker's Journal begin» with the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott in the very year News and Letters Commit-
tees were born and ends with a chapter on "The World-
wide Struggle for Freedom" which discusses "the Ameri-
can Black identification with Soweto and Biko, with 
Fanon and Caribbean thought." It becomes clear why this 
story of Denby's Life, North and South, which sums up a 
half century of freedom struggles, from the struggles of 
rural Blacks in the South to the wildcat strikes of Black 
workers in the North, concludes with this Black worker's 
declaration I'l consider my story as part of the worldwide 
struggles for freedom." 

It is in Azania (South Africa) that the most exciting 
events are now unfolding, revealing how the mine work-
ers there are both organizing and thinking their own 
thoughts. A simple word — "Amandla!" (Power) — 
tells how new a stage they have reached. It is this word 
which Teboho Noka, an organizer for the National Union 
of Mine Workers, used in order to stress that not only are 
they fighting for different conditions of labor and higher 
wages, but for "Amandla" — adding: "It shall be 
ours." It is that feeling of fighting for nothing less than 
freedom which transforms the struggle from a mere trade 
union battle to one for a whole new society. 

Like Marx in his day; Frantz Fanon, in our age, de-
clared his philosophy to be a -lifiew humanism," as he 
developed it most originally in his Wretched of the 
Earth: 

"Comrades, let us flee from this motionless movement 
where gradually dialectic is changing into the logic of 



equilibrium. Let us consider the question of mankind." 
(p. 254) 

"For Europe, for ourselves and for humanity, com-
rades, we must turn over a new leaf, we must work out 
new concepts, and try to set afoot a new man." (p. 255) 

"This new humanity cannot do otherwise than define a 
new humanism both for itself and for others." (p. 197) 

Mass Unrest Today and the Need for Truly 
Human Foundations 

Just as it was the Black dimension which sounded the 
alarm against U.S. imperialism's first adventure in the 
Philippines and the Caribbean at the turn of the century, 
so today it is the Latino dimension which is opposing 
Reagan's imperialist actions in Central America and the 
Caribbean. The gunboat diplomacy which saw the United 
States invade again and again — from Cuba and 
Nicaragua to Panama and Honduras in the period from 
the turn of the century into the 1930s — has returned in a 
vicious new form under Reagan. His policies of installing 
right-wing dictatorships and attacking the nascent Nicara-
guan revolution seemed aimed at engulfing all of Central 
America in a "regional" war — that is, getting the Latin 
American countries to fight each other for the benefit of 
U.S. imperialism. The revolutionary opposition arising 
from within Central America — indeed, all of Latin 
America — extends to the Latino dimension right here 
within the U.S. At one and the same time, all are united 
in working to stay Reagan's counter-revolutionary 
hand, and by seeking out and expressing the dimensions 
of national minorities, sex and class are creating new 
pathways toward social revolution, in Latin America and 
in the U.S. itself. 

The mass unrest today throughout the world, the deep 
recession we are in, and the many political crises we face 
compel intense new activities — whether on the produc-
tion line or in the massive anti-nuke campaign or in the 
Black revolutionaiy movements — unseparated from a 
new passion for philosophy and revolutionary direction. 
That revolutionary direction can be seen as we sum up 
how Marx worked it out concretely for his philosophy of 
"revolution in permanence" in relation to the Black 
world. 

Marx's reference in the Ethnological Notebooks to the 

Australian aborigine as "the intelligent Black" brought to a 
conclusion the dialectic he had unchained when he first 
broke from bourgeois society in the 1840s and objected to 
the use of the word, "Negro," as if it were synonymous 
with the word, "slave." By the 1850s, in the Grundrisse, 
he extended that sensitivity to the whole pre-capitalist 
world. By the 1860s, the Black dimension became, at one 
and the same time, not only pivotal to the abolition of 
slavery and victory of the North in the Civil War, but 
also to the restructuring of Capital itself. In a word, the 
often-quoted sentence: "Labor cannot emancipate itself in 
the white skin where in the Black skin it is branded," far 
from being rhetoric, was the actual reality and the 
perspective for overcoming that reality. Marx reached, at 
every historic turning point, for a concluding point, not 
as an end but as a new jumping-off point, a new begin-
ning, a new vision. 

In the specific case of the Civil War in the U.S., it was 
not only a question of theory or of national action, but 
one of international organization as Marx established the 
International Workingmen's Association to come to the 
aid both of the North, especially the Abolitionists, in that 
Civil War, and of the European working class struggles, 
especially the Polish revolt against Russian Tsarism. As 
Poland shows us all over again today, freedom fighters do 
not give up their struggle even when compelled to work 
under the whip of the counter-revolution. 

There is no doubt that we are on the threshold of new 
revolutionary beginnings in the Black world in this Marx 
centenary year. The 20-year history of American Civili-
zation on Trial and world development has seen not only 
capitalism's drive to war threaten the very existence of 
civilization as we have known it, but also its absolute 
opposite; revolutionary masses in motion. The Reagan 
retrogression — and the ceaseless struggles against the 
attempts to push back all the gains of the past two 
decades — gives urgency to this new fourth, expanded 
edition (and fifth printing) of American Civilization on 
Trial. 

The absolute challenge to our age is the concretization 
of Marx's concept of "revolution in permanence." The 
Black dimension is crucial to the total uprooting of exist-
ing, exploitative, racist, sexist society and the creation of 
new, truly human foundations. 

— Raya Dunayevskaya for the 
National Editorial Board of 

News & Letters 
August, 1983 



Introduction to the Third Edition 
August, 1970 

American Civilization on Trial, when it was first 
published on the 100th anniversary of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, was the only statement of the 
thousands then rolling off the presses that loudly 
proclaimed black masses as vanguard which had 
"also put white labor in mass production to the 
test." 

Where others praised the liberalism of the Ken-
nedy Administration in supporting the struggle for 
civil rights, we likened JFK's support to the kind "a 
rope gives a hanging man." We insisted that it was 
not too far distant from that of George Wallace 
who had just become Governor of that "magnolia 
jungle which vies with South Africa as the staunch-
est outpost of racism on this side of the diamond 
apartheid." 

As against the -.hilly-shallying and dilly-dallying 
which has always characterized white rulers, even 
of the type of Thomas Jefferson, we pointed to the 
genius of the black rag-picker in Boston, David 
Walker, who challenged the author of the Declara-
tion of Independence for his statement that the 
color, black, was "unfortunate," by declaring "My 
color will yet root some of you out of the very 
face of the earth !!" 

Moreover, the Negro, as touchstone of American 
history, had also carved a two-way road to the 
African Revolutions as against the triangular trade 
of rum, molasses and slaves that characterized 
capitalism in the past. 

The Nixon-Agnew Administration, in heightening 
the wars at home and abroad, by the extension of 
Johnson's war in South Vietnam to Cambodia, and 
the massacres of anti-Vietnam war protesters and 
black rebels in Kent, Ohio, Jackson, Miss., Augusta, 
Ga. has brought our nation to the edge of civil 
war by counter-revolution. It is time the initiative 
returned from the hands of the counter-revolution-
aries to the Freedom Fighters. 

The deepening struggles during the seven years 
that have intervened between the first' edition of 
American Civilization on Trial, and this, its third 
edition, have placed a new urgency on our 1963 
conclusion: 

"Above all. we hold fast to the one-worldedness 
and the new Humanist thinking of all oppressed 
from the East German workers to the West Vir-
ginia miner; from the Hungarian revolutionary to 
the Montgomery Bus Boycotter; as well as from 
the North Carolina Sit-inner to the African Free-
dom Fighter. The elements of the new society, sub-
merged the world over by the might of capital, 
are emerging in all sorts of unexpected and unre-
lated places. What is missing is the unity of these 
movements from practice with the movement from 
theory into an overall philosophy that can form 
the foundation of a totally new social order." 

The eruptions throughout the length and breadth 
of this country, in the year 1967, were totally 
spontaneous, and spoke in much clearer terms than 
any of the leaders: that the black masses would no 
longer tolerate their inhuman ghetto life; that they 
would speak to "whitey" in the only language he 

understood — by fire; that they would translate 
"black power" from a mere slogan to an uncon-
querable force. Whitey got the message, but opce 
again tried to buy himself time with a few jobs 
in the "inner city" of each metropolis. The black 
masses refused to be silenced. They proceeded to 
search for a total philosophy on their own. 

In 1969 we called together Black-Red Confer-
ences in Detroit, Los Angeles, and in San Fran-
cisco, at a time when it seemed to be impossible 
to establish a dialogue between black and white. 
These conferences brought together worker and 
intellectual, youth and adult, housewife and pro-
fessional, old and new revolutionaries, and all 
colors - black, white, brown, red and yellow. In 
opening the conferences we said: 

"Trying to be against all whites is to fail to see 
your real roots, and to fail to work out a new 
coalescence of black and white, and theory and 
practice. It is the present period you will talk 
about. And, in becoming theoreticians, in creating 
a new philosophy by speaking for yourselves, you 
have to recognize that you speak, not as individuals 
(though the individual is very great) but as the 
new forces that are necessary — what Marx called 
the new passions for reconstructing society on to-
tally new, truly human, beginnings." 

Those who claim that Nixon-Agnew are like for-
mer Senator Joseph McCarthy are mistaken. Mc-
Carthy never had the awesome power of the U.S. 
behind his personal drive to terrorize and destroy 
everyone who opposed him. Nixon-Agnew do. And 
they are mobilizing the full power of their adminis-
tration to consciously and methodically destroy 
every gain made by the black mass and student 
revolts. The "search and destroy" missions in South 
Vietnam have become the "stop and frisk" and 
"no-knock" laws in the IKS. They must be stopped. 

It becomes imperative, therefore, that every free-
dom movement re-examine its past, and map out its 
future in direct relationship to the continuous, the 
ceaseless, the ever new black revolts. This includes 
all: 

• the mass anti-war movement, which was born 
in opposition to the U.S. imperialist bombing of 
North Vietnam in 1965. (See The Free Speech 
Movement and the Negro Revolution.) 

• the Women's Liberation Movement. (See Notes 
on Women's Liberation: We Speak in Many 
Voices.) 

• those black leaders who have maintained a 
distance from the black masses. (See Black Mass 
Revolt.) 

• the whole generation of revolutionaries search-
ing for a total philosophy of revolution. 

As a step toward that end, we reproduce this 
third expanded edition of American Civilization on 
Trial, which includes as an Appendix an article on 
black caucuses by our black production worker-
editor, Charles Denby. We ask you to join with us 
in the task of achieving a unity of thought and 
action — for only in unity can a new society on 
truly human beginnings be established. 

2 



Preface 
This second edition of American Civilization on Trial goes to press three months to the 

day after the first edition was put on sale.* The popular demand for our pamphlet is due to 
the fact that w e alone have written of past history and of history in the making as one con-
tinuous development of the vanguard role of the Negro. This heightened interest in analysis 
is due also to the fact that in the short t ime between the Birmingham events in May and the 
March on Washington in August the massiveness of the resistance, the many sidedness of the 
demands of the Freedom NOW movement, the tremendous surge, courage and reason of this 
movement as against the barbarism of the Bull Connors with their hounds, hoses and murders 
have totally changed the objective situation in the United States. 

Thus, the movement compelled the Kennedy 
Administration to admit a "rising tide of discon-
tent" and execute an aibout-face with the introduc-
tion of a civil rights bill. In contrast to his original 
opposition to any March on Washington, on the 
alleged ground that Congress could not be forced, 
Kennedy came to support the March. Unfortu-
nately it's the kind of support a rope gives a 
hanging man. Therein lies the danger to the 
Freedom NOW movement. 

This has brought the movement to the cross-
roads. Though it is impossible to stop the 
momentum of the Negro struggle, its forward 
development can be impeded if the underlying 
philosophy for total freedom is in any way 
compromised. Here, precisely, are revealed both 
the strength and weakness of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King, Jr . 

The transforming events of Birmingham have 
revealed King's new stature both organizationally 
and philosophically. In his letter from a Birming-
ham jail to a group of "fellow clergymen," Dr, 
King rejected their attempt to confine the move-
ment to legalisms. "We can never forget," he 
wrote, "that everything Hitler did in Germany 
was 'legal' and everything the Hungarian Freedom 
Fighters did in Hungary was 'illegal' . . . this calls 
for a confrontation with the power structure." Dr. 
King writes: "To use the words of Martin Buber, 
the great Jewish philosopher, segregation substi-
tutes an 'I-it' relationship for the 'I-thou' relation-
ship and ends up relegating persons to the status 
of things." But King himself makes an impersonal 
ethic rather than the living mass movement, the 
point of creative origin and forward march of 
humanity. 

The Negro leadership is listening more to Ken-
nedy's civil rights measures than to the full aspira-
tions of the mass movement. They fail to see that 
the alleged detente in the cold war and the inten-
sification of the Sino-Soviet conflict will actually 
free the hand of the Administration to bear down 
against both labor and the Negro movement. This 
is why we say openly that, so far, the Freedom 
NOW movement has combined reason and activity 
only to the extent of the immediate demands of 

desegregation, and not to the ultimatt of total 
freedom from class society. 

In this situation, a small organization like ours 
has a pivotal role to play both as a catalyst and 
a propellent. 

NEWS & LETTERS COMMITTEES, which have 
participated in every phase of activity and struggle 
from the Montgomery Bus Boycott to the March 
on Washington, have one unique feature that 
distinguishes us from all other organizations. It is 
this: We have, from the very start, refused to 
separate theory from practice, or practice from 
theory. Take the need to change the role of white 
labor in the civil rights struggle. 

WHITE LABOR has so far shown a sorry 
spectacle. The labor leaders, like Meany, Reuther, 
McDonald and Hoffa, have all spoken big, and 
some have even marched with mass Negro demon-
strations in the North, as in Detroit and San 
Francisco, but not in the South. When it comes to 
their own unions, they have neither helped upgrade 
Negro workers nor accorded them leading union 
posts commensurate with numbers or skill, nor 
have they done anything to enable- the white 
rank-and-file to participate in the Negro struggle 
as an integral part of their common continuing 
struggle against management. 

NEGRO WORKERS from a Chevrolet local in 
Los Angeles rightly picketed the convention of 
the Urban League at which Walter Reuther was 
the featured speaker. They carried signs calling 
Reuther "HYPOCRITE!" In Detroit, Negro mem-
bers of another General Motors local picketed the 
UAW's Solidarity House demanding the upgrading 
of Negroes in auto plants. Indeed, there isn't a 
plant in the country that doesn't reveal the tensions 
within labor. 

Here, too, the Negro rank-and-file has shown its 
sensitivity by differentiating between the bureau-
cracy and the rank-and-file. Despite the appearance 
of leaders on marches, and despite individual sit-
uations, as at construction sites in Philadelphia and 
New York, where Negro pickets fought white 
workers, the Negro rank-and-file denounce the 
leadership and appeal to the white rank-and-file. 

News & Letters, which has attacked the labor 
bureaucracy not only for its role in the civil rights 
struggle, but also for its failure to fight [manage-
ment on Automation, joined with the Negro and 



white rank-and-file to help forge the unity needed 
in the civil rights struggle. We also assisted, in 
drafting a leaflet which soon made the rounds in 
Detroit factories. It was addressed to the labor 
leadership and said: 

Hear ye then this — and learn your lessons 
from that Sunday March in Detroit and all the 
battles for Civil Rights, South and North. First, 
you are cutting your own throats because, 
without the unity of white and black workers, 
management can ride all over you, even as 
they did when you launched Operation Dixie 
and it proved to be just a still-birth. 

Know ye, further, that the end of discrimi-
nation, even more than charity, must begin at 
home, and home for working people is the 
Union. BEGIN THERE. 

Begin NOW to put an end to lily white 
departments. 

Begin NOW the retraining and upgrading of 
Negro workers who now, as before unionism, 
are still the last to be hired and the first to be 
fired. 

Begin NOW to tell the white workers the 
truth of their own conditions of employment 
and unemployment. For the truth is that, while 
percentage-wise, Negroes have more unem-
ployment than white, it is still they, the white 
workers, the majority of Americans, who are 
still the majority in absolute numbers of those 
unemployed. 

Reuther, you have begun contract negotia-
tions a year in advance, with management. 
How about beginning to talk to us, your black 
brothers, 25 years after we helped to create 
the CIO? 

THE NEGRO LEADERSHIP, on the other hand, 
far from exposing the role of the labor bureau-
cracy has actually protected it from the ranks by 
playing up the lip-service and ostentatious checks 
with which the union leaders give token support 
to the struggle. The greatest danger, moreover, 
is the fact that the labor bureaucracy is at the 
beck and call of Kennedy — and especially in this 

situation where they yield to Kennedy on every-
thing from unemployment to civil rights. 

All the more reason to continue instead, with us, 
in the full tradition of the Abolitionist movement, 
in which was concentrated every strand of strug-
gle for freedom — abolition of slavery, woman's 
suffrage, labor movement — and thus released new 
human dimensions. Look at Sojourner Truth whose 
creative activity embraced not only the work with 
the Underground Railroad but also the woman's 
struggle. Look at the Marxist, Joseph Weydemeyer, 
who was both a general in the Union Army and 
editor of a Marxist journal in the United States 
(which published Marx's Eighteenth Brumaire of 
Louis Bonaparte 17 years before it was published 
in Europe). 

We alone, in Freedom Riders Speak for Them-
selves, not only participated fully in the activity, 
but in making it possible for the Freedom Riders 
to speak for themselves have issued the only 
serious analysis, to date, of that great turning 
point and its continuity with what preceded and 
followed. 

In the News & Letters Committees we have not 
only supported, reported, and participated in all 
the great actions, but have compelled world 
attention to focus on them as central to the global 
struggle for a new society.* 

The Freedom NOW movement must not be 
stopped in its tracks nor derailed. It must, be 
expanded and deepened so that it lea^ds to the 
total recpnstruction of society on new human 
beginnings. 

It is no accident that this second edition of 
American Civilization on Trial comes out when 
the movement is being put to the test. The road 
ahead is not smooth or easy. With this edition we 
invite you to face the challenge and join the 
News & Letters Committees. 

— National Editorial Board 

* In addi t ion to our list of publ icat ions (p. 34) i t should 
be noted t ha t Freedom Riders Speak for Themselves is 
being t ranslated into French; American Civilization an 
Trial is being translated into I ta l ian, and widely dis-
cussed among Japanese youth . 



INTRODUCTION 

1. Of Patriots, Scoundrels 
and Slave-Masters 

"Subversive" is a favorite expression of the 
F.B.I., the Presidency, the Attorney General, and 
Congress. J. Edgar Hoover, John Fitzgerald Ken-
nedy, Robert F. Kennedy, not to mention Congress 
and the mad dog it considers its watchdog—the 
House Un-American Activities Committee — are 
certainly armed with immense, with world-shaking 
powers, which they, in their search, harassment, 
and persecution of what they conceive to be sub-
versive, use individually and collectively. 

Yet all these kings' horses and all these kings' 
men can't seem to uncover the most openly read 
and popular hate sheet calling itself "Rebel Under-
ground," circulated on the University of Mississippi 
campus, which highly touts such seditious issues 
as (1) calling for the execution of President Ken-
nedy; (2) referring to United States Marshals exe-
cuting a Supreme Court Decision for desegregating 
schools as "murderous paranoids"; (3) hinting, in 
no uncertain terms however, that Sidna Brower, 
the courageous editor of the student paper which 
dared criticize the mobs that reign over that cam-
pus, is a "foul wench"; (4) making life an un-
bearable ordeal not only for the Negro James H. 
Meredith, but. for any whites whose attitudes are a 
shade less racist than their own moronic stew of 
bigotry; and (5) frothing at the mouth against "the 
anti-Christ Supreme Court." This isn't "just kids' 
stuff." This is the voice of those who were respon-
sible for two actual murders, one of a foreign cor-
respondent accredited, not to a battlefield in the 
Congo, but to the United States to report on "the 
American way of life." This is the voice of the 
Governor, not only of Mississippi, but of Alabama; 
and the voice of their counterparts in the Southern 
bloc in Congress, as well. 

To these voices of hate has now been added the 
savage growl of vicious police dogs unleashed 
against Negroes seeking to register to vote in 
Mississippi and Alabama. The Simon Legrees with 
their hounds still serve their slave-masters! 

In January 1963, a new Governor came to the 
helm in a state that vies with the magnolia jungle 
as the staunchest outpost of racism on this side of 
diamond apartheid, shouting his sedition for all the 
world to hear. Not only, says this paragon of "law 
and order "in the state of Alabama, is he, Governor 
Wallace, for "Segregation today, tomorrow and 
forever," but he will organize to spread this doc-
trine to the North. He judges by the manner in 
which the KKK, after World I, spread North. He 
forgets that this ambition of his is out of tune with 
these times—and beyond his capacities. This is so 
not because of the established powers at Washing-
ton, D.C., but because the self-activity of the 
Negroes has made it so. Indeed all this white 
Southern howling at the winds is due to the un-
bridgeable gulf between the post-World War I 
era and the post-World War II age when the Negro, 
far from running defensively away from lynching, 
has taken the offensive for his full rights on all 
fronts, and most of all in the South. 

In contrast to the initiative of the Southern 
Negro, the whole world is witness to the shilly-
shallying, dilly-dallying of the Kennedy Admin-
istration. At a time when the world crisis and 
challenge from totalitarian Russia demands the 
very essenc 3 of total democracy, and his own 
"will" would like to express itself with a New 
England rather than a Southern drawl, the pecu-
liar American capitalism that has been both raised 
up, and thrown back by the unfinished state of its 
revolution, compels him to bridle his "will." Capi-
talism, not capitalism in general, but 'American 
capitalism as it expanded after the Civil War, 
sharpened the basic contradictions of the historic 
environment in which it functioned. This capi-
talism was tied to the cotton plantations. 

For global power's sake the Administration pres-
ently tries to explain away the tortoise pace on the 
civil rights front on the ground that, when the 
chips are down, the white South becomes at once 
transformed into "pure patriots." Samuel Johnson 
has long ago noted that patriotism has ever been 
the last refuge of scoundrels. Nowhere and at no 
time was this truer than in the benighted South 
of today. 

Even so conservative a writer as the Swedish 
scholar, Gunnar Myrdal, had to write that World 
War II, which increased the militancy of the 
Negro, had only one effect on the Southern white 
liberals—they refused to continue the little co-
operation they had started with the Negro intel-
lectuals against discrimination unless the latter 
accepted, nay, avowed, social segregation. So myo-
pic of view is that region that the following passed 
for the words of a liberal! It is Mark Ethridge, 
ex-chairman of the FEPC, writing in The Virginia 
Quarterly of July, 1942; "There is no power in the 
world—not even the mechanized armies of the 
earth, the Allied and the Axis—which can now 
force the Southern white people to abandonment 
of social segregation. It's a cruel disillusionment, 
bearing germs of strife and perhaps tragedy, for 
any of their (Negroes) leaders to tell them that 
they can expect it, or that they can exact it, as the 
price of their participation in the war." Mr. Myrdal 
had to conclude on the following note: 

". . . The region is exceptional in Western non-
fascist civilization since the Enlightenment in that 
it lacks every trace of radical thought. In the South 
all progressive thinking going further than mild 
liberalism has been practically non-existent for a 
century." (1) 

It should be obvious that the South's patriotism 
lasts only so long as the Negroes don't insist that 
the white South give up its slave master mentality. 

The blindness to all this on the part of the 
Administration is self-induced even as its impo-
tence is self-imposed. There is no need whatever 
for the Federal power—truly an awesome world 
might—to shy away at the challenge of a single 
state, especially when that state is so dependent 
on military contracts from the Federal Govern-
ment for the major part of what economic power 
it has. The Ford management-trained Secretary 
of Defense can tell the President the exact extent 
of Federal aid. But Mr. Kennedy already knows 

(1) An American Dilemma, by Gunnar Myrdal , p. 469. 



that—and the politics behind it. This is what he 
sets. 

It took a great deal of digging by his Harvard-
trained historian to come up with the obscure, 
inconsequential Lucius Q. C. Lamar as a "liberal" 
Southern hero of the past which the present needs 
to emulate. (2) It would have been a great deal 
easier to find the quotation from Wendell Phillips 
that told the simple truth: "Cotton fibre was a rod 
of empire such as Caesar never wielded. It fat-
tened into obedience pulpit and rostrum, court, 
market-place and college and lashed New York 
and Chicago to its chair of State." It still does. 

Though cotton is king no longer, the politics 
based on racism reigns supreme in the South and 
fills the Halls of Congress with the abnormal might 
that comes from despotic social relations, quasi-
totalitarian politics that would topple easily 
enough if the Negro got his freedom. But thereby 
would also be exposed the truth of American 
democracy: that the racism which is the basis of 
the political rule of the South is acceptable to the 
North, and has been so not only since it withdrew 
the Federal troops from the South at the end of 
Reconstruction in 1877, but ever since the ambi-
valent Declaration of Independence was adopted 
in 1776. 

2. The Compelling Issue at Stake 

American Civilization is identified in the • con-
sciousness of the world with three phases in the 
development of its history. 

The first is the Declaration of Independence and 
the freedom of the thirteen American colonies 
from British Imperial rule. 

The second is the Civil War. 
The third is technology and world power which 

are presently being challenged by the country 
that broke America's nuclear monopoly—Russia. 

So persistent, intense, continuous, and ever-
present has been the self-activity of the Negro, 
before and after the Civil War, before and after 
World War I, before, during and after World War 
II, that it has become the gauge by which Ameri-
can Civilization is judged. Thus, Little Rock re-
verberated around the world with the speed of 
Sputnik I, with which it shared world headlines 
in 1957, and which gave the lie to American claims 
of superiority. 

The Civil War remains the still unfinished revo-
lution 100 years after, as the United States is losing 
the global struggle for the minds of men. 

President Kennedy asked that this entire year, 
1963, the centenary of the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, be devoted to its celebration. Cliches strutted 
out for ceremonial occasions cannot, however, hide 
today's truth. Because the role of the Negro re-
mains the touchstone of American Civilization— 
and his struggle for equal rights today belies their 
existence—paeans of praise for the Emancipation 
Proclamation can neither whitewash the present 
sorry state of democracy in the United States, nor 
rewrite the histop' of the past. Abraham Lincoln 
would not have issued the Proclamation had the 
Southern secessionists not been winning the battles 
and the Negro not been pounding down the doors 
of the Northfern Armies demanding the right to 
fight. 

By 1960, the year when no less than 16 new 
African nations gained their independence, the 
activities of the American Negroes had developed 
from the Montgomery, Alabama, Bus Boycott in 
1956, the year of the Hungarian Revolution, to 

(2) "Who is Lucius Q. C. Lamar?" , News & Letters, Oct. 
1962. 

the Sit-ins, Wade-Ins, Dwell-Ins, North and South. 
In 1961 they reached a climax with the Freedom 
Rides to Mississippi. This self-activity has not 
only further impressed itself upon the world's 
consciousness, but also reached back into white 
America's consciousness. The result has been that 
even astronaut Walter Schirra's 1962 spectacular 
six-orbital flight became subordinate to the cour-
age of James Meredith's entry into the University 
of Mississippi. 

In a word, the new human dimension attained 
through an oppressed people's genius in the strug-
gle for freedom, nationally and internationally, 
rather than either scientific achievement, or an 
individual hero, became the measure of Man in 
action and thought. 
Negroes' Vanguard Role 

The vanguard role of an oppressed people has 
also put white labor in mass production to the 
test. And it has put a question mark over the con-
tinuous technological revolutions, brought to a 
climax with Automation and nuclear power. For, 
without an underlying philosophy, neither the 
machine revolutions nor the splitting of the atom 
can produce anything but fear—fear of unemploy-
ment in the one case and fear of war in the other. 

As was evident by the Negro's attitude in World 
War II, nothing can stop him from being the bit-
terest enemy of the existing society. In the midst 
of the war, the Negro broke out in a series of 
demonstrations in Chicago, Detroit, New York as 
well as at army camps. Along with the miners' 
general strike that same year, these were the first 
instances in United States history when both labor, 
white and Negro, and the Negro as the discrimi-
nated-against minority, refused to call a halt either 
to the, class struggle or the struggle for equal 
rights. Both forces challenged their own State as 
well as Communist propagandists who had de-
clared the imperialist war to have become one of 
"national liberation" which demanded subordina-
tion to it of all other struggles. (3) 

Fully to understand today's activities—and that 
is the only meaningful way to celebrate the cen-
tenary of the Emancipation Proclamation — we 
must turn to the roots in the past. This is not 
merely to put history aright. To know where one 
has been is one way of knowing where one is 
going. To be able to anticipate tomorrow one has 
to understand today. One example of the dual 
movement—the pull of the future on the present 
and its link to the past—is the relationship of the 
American Negro to the African Revolutions. Be-
cause it is easy enough to see that the United 
States Supreme Court which, in 1954, gave its 
decision on desegration in schools is not the Court 
which, 100 years before, proclaimed the infamous 
Dred Scott decision, there are those who degrade 
today's self-activity of the Negro. Instead, they 
credit Administration policy with changing the 
status of the American Negro. 

They point to the Cold War and the need for 
America, in its contest with Russia, to win "the 
African mind." There is no doubt that the Cold 
Wan influenced the decision of the Supreme Court. 
Neither is there any doubt that the African Revo-
lutions were a boon to the Negro American strug-
gles. But this is no one-way road. It never has 
been. For decades, if not for centuries, the self-
activity of the American Negro preceded and in-
spired the African Revolutions, its leaders as well 
as its ranks, its thoughts as well as its actions. The 
relationship is to and from Africa. It is a two-way 

(3) T i n Negro and the Communist Party, by Wilson Record. 
University of N. Carol ina, 1951, is a useful book on al l 
the changes in the Communist Party line for the period 
of 1941-45. Many of the quotat ions here are obtained 
f rom tha t book. 
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road. This too we shall see more clearly as we 
return to the past. Because both the present and 
the future have their roots in a philosophy of 
liberation which gives action its direction, it be-
comes imperative that we discover the historic 
link between philosophy and action. 

Birth of Abolitionism 
Despite the mountains of books on the Civil 

War, there is yet to be a definite one on that sub-
ject. None is in prospect in capitalist America. 
Indeed it is an impossibility so long as the activity 
of the Negro in shaping American Civilization 
remains a blank in the minds of the academic his-
torians. The bourgeois historian is blind not only 
to the role of the Negro but to that of the white 
Abolitionists. Mainly unrecorded by all standard 
historians, and hermetically sealed off from their 
power of comprehension, lie three decades of 
Abolitionist struggle of whites and Negroes that 
preceded the Civil War and made that irrepres-
sible conflict inevitable. Yet these are the decades 
when the crucible out of which the first great 
independent expression of American genius was 
forged. 

The historians who dominate American scholar-
ship have only passing references to the Aboli-
tionist movement. Clearly no unbridgeable gulf 
separates this type of history writing from Russia's 
infamous rewriting of its revolutionary history. 
Only Negro historians such as W. E. B. Du Bois, 
G. Carter Woodson, and J. A. Rogers have done 
the painstaking research to set the record of 
American history straight by revealing the Ne-
groes' great role in its making. With few excep-
tions, however, their work is ignored by the 
dominant white acadamecians. Literary historians, 
like Vernon L. Parrington in his Main Currents in 
American Thought, did, it is true, recognize that 
the soil which produced a Ralph Waldo Emerson 
produced also a William Lloyd Garrison. 

Essayists like John Jay Chapman go a great deal 
further than Professor Parrington. He sides with 
the Abolitionists against the great literary writers 
comprising the Transcendentalists. "The Transcen-
dentalists," writes John Jay Chapman, "were sure 
of only one thing—that sociey as constituted was 
all wrong. The slavery question had shaken man's 
faith in the durability of the Republic. It was 
therefore adjudged a highly dangerous subject . . . 
Mum was the word . . . from Maine to Georgia." 

To this he contrasts William Lloyd Garrison's 
ringing proclamation: "I will be as harsh as t ruth 
and as uncompromising as justice. On this subject 
(slavery) I do not wish to think, speak or write 
with moderation. I am in earnest — I will not 
equivocate — I will not capitulate — I will not 
retreat a single inch—AND I WILL BE HEARD!" 

In the 1921 preface to his biography of Garri-
son, Chapman boldly claims "that the history of 
the United States between 1800 and 1860 will some 
day be rewritten with this man as its central 
figure." This certainly separates Chapman deci-
sively from the established historians who "an-
alyze" Abolitionism as if it comprised a small 
group of fanatics removed from the mainstream 
of American Civilization. Chapman certainly be-
lieved the Abolitionists to be the true molders of 
history. Such writing, however, remains a history 
of great men instead of great masses of "common 
men." 

The Abolitionists, however, saw themselves dif-
ferently. The great New Englander, Wendell Phil-
lips, was fully aware of the fact that not only 
Negro leaders like Frederick Douglass or Harriet 
Tubman, but white Abolitionists like himself and 
even the founder of the LIBERATOR, William 
Lloyd Garrison, were "so tall" because they stood 
on the shoulders of the actual mass movement of 
slaves following the North Star to freedom. With-
out the constant contact of the New England 
Abolitionists with the Negro mass, slave and free, 
they would have been nothing—and no one admit-
ted it more freely than these leaders themselves. 
The Abolitionists felt that strongly because they 
found what great literary figures like Emerson, 
Thorean, Hawthorne, Melville and Whitman did 
not find—the human force for the reconstruction 
of society. 

This is what armed them 100 years ago, with a 
more accurate measure of "the Great Emanicipa-
tor" than most of today's writers, though the latter 
write with hindsight. This is what gave the Aboli-
tionists the foresight to see that the Civil War may 
be won on the battlefield but lost in the more 
fundamental problem of reconstructing the life of 
the country. This is what led Karl Marx to say that 
a speech by Wendell Phillips was of "greater 
importance than a battle bulletin." This is what 
led the great Abolitionist, Phillips, after chattel 
slavery was ended, to come to the labor move-
ment, vowing himself "willing to accept the final 
results of a principle so radical, such as the over-
throw of the whole profit-making system, the 
extinction of all monopolies, the abolition of privi-
leged classes . . . and best and grandest of all,.the 
finafc. obliteration of that foul stigma upon 'our 
so-called Christian civilization, the poverty of the 
masses . . ." 

American Roots of Marxism 
The spontaneous affinity of ideas, the indepen-

dent working out of the problems of the age as 
manifested in one's own country, and the common 
Humanist goal made inevitable the crossing of the 
paths of Karl Marx and the Abolitionists. 

Deep indeed are the American roots of Marxism. 
Since Marxism is not only in books but in the daily 
lives of people, one must, to grasp its American 
roots, do more than inhabit an ivory tower. Far, 
however, from heeding Wendell Phillips' admoni-
tion that "Never again be ours the fastidious 
scholarship that shrinks from rude contact with 
the masses," American intellectuals have so ada-
mantly sought escape from reality that they have 
become more conservative than the politicians. To 
use another expression of the great Phillips, "There 
is a class among us so conservative, that they are 
afraid the roof will come down if you sweep the 
cobwebs." 

This characterizes our age most accurately. It 
applies just as appropriately to the end of the 
nineteenth century when the country turned from 
Populism to rampant racism because capitalism 
found it "simply liked the smell of empire." (4) 
By then Phillips and Marx were long since dead. 

Fortunately, however, Marxism, being a theory 
of liberation, its Humanism springs ever anew in 
today's activities. (5) 

(4) American Diplomacy, 1900-1950, by George F. Kennan. 
(5) For the Humonism of Marx ism in its American sett ing 

see Marxism and Freedom by Raya Dunayevskaya. 



P A R T I 
f rom the First thromgh the 

Second American Revolution 
The African, brought here as slave against his 

will, played a decisive role in the shaping of 
American Civilization. 

Some (6) there are who feel it is wrong to begin 
the Negro's history in America with his arrival 
here as a slave in 1619 since he had reached these 
shores long before then—with the discovery of the 
new world, in fact, mainly as servants or, in some 
cases, in the entourage of the explorers themselves. 
It is certainly true that in the first quarter of the 
17th century there were as many as 10,000 free 
Negroes in the United States. This is not the point 
however. The point is that in slave revolts, first 
and foremost, in appeals of free Negroes, in the 
runaway slave being "conducted" North via the 
Underground Railway by fugitive ex-slaves, the 
Negro, free or slave, but especially slave, was 
decisive in the course American development fol-
lowed. 
The Ambivalence of the 
Declaration of Independence 

It was the Negro's will to be free, not his alleged 
docility, that inspired the first draft of the Declara-
tion of Independence in which Thomas Jefferson 
lashed out against King George III for conducting 
a "cruel war against human nature itself, violating 
its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the 
persons of a distant people who never offended 
him, captivating and carrying them into slavery in 
another hemisphere . . ." 

Upon the insistence of the Southern delegation 
at the Continental Congress, this paragraph was 
stricken from the Declaration. In this first burial 
of full freedom's call lies imbedded the social 
conflicts of today. > i 

Though the section which specifically aimed, at 
the abolition of slavery was expunged from the 
Declaration of Independence so that the abstrac-
tions of freedom could fit the context of a slave 
society, so overpowering were its implications that 
it "sounded the tocsin" (7) for the European revo-
lutions that followed. From the very birth of the 
nation there was a great divide between the 
leaders in government and the rank and file 
masses. It wasn't limited to the slave revolts in 
the South. It showed itself in unrest and repres-
sion of the free farmers in Massachusetts in the 
Shay's Rebellion, and of the workmen in Phila-
delphia and New York in their first strikes and 
formation of workingmen's parties. 

1793, the year Eli Whitney invented the cotton 
gin that transformed cotton into a lush cash crop, 
was the year in which the House of Representa-
tives refused to pass a law abolishing slavery. It 
was the year the first Fugitive Slave Act was 
passed against the runaways. A short five years 
later, the Alien and Sedition Law that was passed 
was aimed at all opposition to the ruling Federal-
ists. The so-called Jefferson revolution which put 
an end to the odious Alien and Sedition Law did 
not, however, do anything to reverse the first 
Fugitive Slave Act which was soon to be followed 
by others more repressive. 

The cotton gin had signalled not only the con-
tinuance of slavery in the 1790's, but the grafting 

(6) See The Negro Revolt, by Louis L. Lomox. 
(7) Preface to Capitol by Karl Marx . 

upon it, at the turn of the 19th century, of all the 
added evils of commercial capitalism. The decade 
of 1820-1830 marked the birth of indiistrial capi-
talism so that Cotton was now King not only in 
the plantation economy, and in trade, but in New 
England textile and industry and politics in gen-
eral. Cotton as King made and unmade presidents 
and induced so great a national conspiracy of 
silence that it poisoned the young democracy.-The 
stream of runaways played a key role in impelling 
civil war. Ross Barnett's predecessor in office 100 
years back, Governor Quitmar, complained that 
between 1800-1860 the South had lost more than 
100,000 slaves, valued at 30 million dollars. 

Yet, by sharpening antagonisms and social con-
flicts, "the cotton fibre" produced the most glorious 
page in American history, that written by the 
Abolitionists. 

1. Abolitionism, First Phase: From 
"Moral Suasion" to Harper's Ferry 

Negro Slave Revolts had reached a certain stage 
with Denmark Vesey in 1824 which led to a new 
approach to the attempts to gain freedom. An 
Underground Railway, which was neither under-
ground nor a railway, was organized in 1825 to 
conduct runaway slaves to freedom in the North 
and in Canada. The following year the free Ne-
groes organized the Massachusetts General Colored 
Peoples Association. Its paper, appropriately called 
FREEDOM'S JOURNAL, appeared in 1827, with 
its first editorial announcing, "Too long have others 
spoken for us." 
David Walker's Appeal 

The most sensational response, however, was 
achieved by a single Negro named David Walker, 
who, in 1829, published: Walker's Appeal in Four 
Articles: Together with a Preamble, to the Col-
oured Citizens of the World, but in particular, and 
very expressly to those of the United States of 
America. 

David Walker was a free Negro from North 
Carolina who had settled in Boston where he 
earned a living by collecting rags. His APPEAL 
was addressed to the free Negroes. He took them 
to task for their meekness. He urged them to mak>: 
the cause of the slave their own because the 
wretchedness of the free Negroes' conditions was 
due to the existence of slavery. 

Walker urged them to make freedom their busi-
ness. He pointed to the superiority of Negroes, in 
numbers and in bravery, over the whites. He took 
the great to task as well. In response to Thomas 
Jefferson, who had referred to the Negro's color 
as "unfortunate," David Walker shouted "My Col-
our will yet root some of you out of the very face 
of the earth ! ! ! America is more our country, than 
it is the whites—we have enriched it with our 
blood and tears." 

So extraordinary was the impact of this pam-
phlet that legislatures in the South were called 
into special session to enact laws against free 
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Negroes as against slaves for reading it. They put 
a price of $3,000 on the head of its author. Never-
theless, 50,000 copies of this 76-page pamphlet 
were sold and circulated from hand to hand. Those 
who could not read had others read it to them. 
The South trembled at the simple words of an 
obscure Negro. 

The vanguard role of the Negro in the struggle 
for freedom helped bring onto the historic stage 
the most extraordinary of all phenomena of 
American Civilization: New England Abolitionism. 
The year that William Lloyd Garrison (8) founded 
the LIBERATOR, 1831, was the year also of the 
last and greatest of Negro slave revolts—that of 
Nat Turner. The Cambridge Modern History tells 
us.: 

"The insurrection was at once attributed to 
Negro preachers and 'incendiary publications' such 
as Walker's pamphlet and the Liberator . . . To 
attack the Liberator now became habitual in all 
Slave-holding States. The corporation of one city 
forbade any free Negro to take a copy of it from 
the post-office. A vigilance committee in another 
offered $1500 for the detection and conviction of 
any white person found circulating copies. The 
governors of Georgia and Virginia called on the 
mayor of Boston to suppress it; and the legislature 
of Georgia offered $5,000 to any person who should 
secure the arrest and conviction of Garrison under 
the laws of the State. 

"Undeterred by these attacks, Garrison gathered 
about him a little band of Abolitionists, and to-
wards the close of 1831 founded at Boston the New 
England Anti-slavery Society, and in 1833, at Phi-
ladelphia, the American Anti-slavery Society." 

Abolitionism: a New Dimension 
of American Character 

Nothing since has superceded this merger of 
white intellectual with the Negro mass with the 
same intense devotion to principle, the same inti-
macy of relations of white and black, the same 
unflinching propaganda in face of mob persecu-
tion — and even death — the same greatness of 
character which never bent during three long 
decades of struggle until the irrepressible conflict 
occurred, and even then did not give up the fight 
but sought to transform it — and succeeded — 
from a war of mere supremacy of Northern indus-
try over Southern cotton culture to one of eman-
cipation of slaves. 

The movement renounced all traditional poli-
tics, considering all political parties of the day as 
"corrupt." They were inter-racial and in a slave 
society preached and practiced Negro equality. 
They were distinguished as well for inspiring, 
aligning with and fighting for equality of women 
in an age when the women had neither the right 
to the ballot nor to property nor to divorce. They 
were internationalist, covering Europe with their 
message, and bringing back to this country the 
message of the Irish Freedom Fighters. 

They sought no rewards of any kind, fighting 
for the pure idea, though that meant facing the 
hostility of the national government, the state, 
the local police, and the best citizens who be-
came the most unruly mobs. They were beaten, 
mobbed and stoned. 

These New England Abolitionists added a new 
dimension to the word, intellectual, for these were 
intellectuals, whose intellectual, social and political 

creativity was the expression of precise social 
forces. They gloried in being "the means" by 
which a direct social movement expressed itself, 
the movement of slaves and free Negroes for total 
freedom. 

Pacifist though they were in philosophy, they 
lined up with John Brown. Perhaps that ex-
plains why, despite the great native tradition of 
Abolitionism some of today's Negro leaders have 
traveled instead to India in search of a philoso-
phy of non-violence. 
Wendell Phillips eloquently explains why the 

pacifists of that day "came to the defense of the 
great martyr: "Harper's Ferry is the Lexington of 
today . . . Suppose he did fail . . . There are two 
kinds of defeat. Whether in chains or in laurels, 
Liberty knows nothing but victories. Soldiers call 
Bunker Hill a defeat; but Liberty dates from 
it . . ." (9) 

2. Abolitionism, Second Phase: 
The Unfinished Revolution 

On January 11, 1860, Marx wrote to Engels: "In 
my opinion, the biggest things that are happening 
in the world today are, on the one hand the move-
ment of the slaves in America started by the death 
of John Brown, and, on the other, the movement 
of the serfs in Russia . . . I have just seen in the 
Tribune that there has been a fresh rising of slaves 
in Missouri, naturally suppressed. But the signal 
has now been given." (10) 

When the young Marx first broke from bourgeois 
society and elaborated his philosophy of Human-
ism in 1844, he paid little attention to the remains 
of chattel slavery. Now, however, Marx kept his 
eyes glued on the movement of the Negro slaves. 
When the Civil War broke out, and "the Great 
Emancipator" did all in his power to limit it to a 
white man's war for Union, Marx began to popu-
larize the speeches and analyses of the Abolition-
ists, especially those Wendell Phillips wrote against 
the Northern conduct of the war: "The President 
has not put the Confiscation Act into operat ion. . . 
He has neither insight nor foresight . . ." 

Because Lincoln's main strategic concern was to 
conciliate the so-called "moderate" border slave-
states that remained in the Union, he wanted 
neither to free the slaves nor allow them to parti-
cipate in the war as soldiers. Lincoln nullified the 
few attempts by generals on the spot (John C. 
Fremont in Missouri, David Hunter in Georgia, 
Florida and South Carolina, and Ben Butler in 
Virginia) to issue their own emancipation procla-
mations. As late as 1862, when Horace Greeley as 
editor of the Tribune published "A Prayer of 20 
Millions" for the abolition of slavery, Lincoln re-
plied: "My paramount objective is to save the 
union, and is not either to save or destroy slavery." 

This denotes the first phase of the long Civil 
War which lasted four years and cost the lives of 
a million men. Phillips maintained that if it had 
been fought as a war of liberation—and the Ne-
groes were pounding at all the doors, North and 

(8) For a modern b iography of W i l l i a m Lloyd Garrison, see 
the one by John J. Chapman in The Selected Writings 
of John Joy Chapman; Farrar, Strauss and Cudahy, New 
York . For a more deta i led b iography , see Wil l iam Lloyd 
Garrison—The Story of His Life, w r i t t en by his ch i ld ren. 

(9) For a modern b iography o f Wendel l Phi l l ips see The 
Prophet of Liberty by Oscar Sherwin. Otherwise, see his 

own Speeches and Writings. These also i l l umina te the 
role of women in the Abo l i t ion is t movement and its 
connect ion w i th the s tar t of the su f f r age t t e movement . 

(10) Selected Correspondence of Morx and Engels. Most of 
the other quota t ions f r om Marx ' s correspondence con 
be found easily in his wr i t ings f r o m the dates given. 
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South, to let them fight—it could be easily won 
in a few months. When military expediency, how-
ever, dictated a change in course, Phillips main-
tained that "In this war mere victory on a 
battlefield amounts to nothing, contributes little or 
nothing toward ending the war . . . Such an aimless 
war I call wasteful and murderous." 

When Engels too feared that things were going 
so badly for the North, that it would lose the war, 
Marx wrote: "A single Negro regiment would have 
a remarkable effect on Southern nerves . . . A war 
of this kind must be conducted on revolutionary 
lines while the Yankees have thus far been trying 
to conduct it constitutionally." (11) 

Finally, on January 1, 1863, Abraham Lincoln 
issued his Emancipation Proclamation. It was no 
ringing declaration; his compromisist words moved 
gingerly to free only those slaves in the rebellious 
states. As one historian recently put it, it was "as 
emotional as a bill of sale." (12) 

Turning Point 
Nevertheless it is the turning point. This second 

stage of the war altogether transformed its char-
acter. The passing of this year in the Civil War 
outlines the contrast of centuries. Negroes flocked 
into the Army, battles began being won. Wendell 
Phillips declared: "I want the blacks as the very 
basis of the effort to regenerate the South!" 

On the other side of the Atlantic, English work-
ers, whose livelihood as textile workers depended 
on Southern cotton, held mass demonstrations to 
prevent their ruling class from intervening on the 
side of the Bourbon South, whose cotton kingdom 
supplied Britain's textile barons the raw materials 
for their world-dominating industry. 

A new decade had indeed dawned in the world 
with the outbreak of the Civil War in the United 
States, the insurrection in Poland, the strikes in 
Paris, and the mass meetings of English workers 
who chose to starve rather than perpetuate slavery 
on the other side of the Atlantic. The actions cul-
minated in the establishment of the International 
Workingmen's Association, headed by Karl Marx. 

From the first, Marx took the side of the North, 
though, naturally as we saw, he was with Phillips' 
criticism of the conduct of the war, rather than 
with the President, of whom he had written to 
Engels: "All Lincoln's acts appear like the mean 
petti-fogging conditions which one lawyer puts to 
his opposing lawyer. But this does not alter their 

historic content . . . The events over there are a 
world upheaval." (13) 

He therefore separated himself from some (14) 
self-styled Marxists in the United States who 
evaded the whole issue of the Civil War by saying 
they were opposed to "all slavery, wage and 
chattel." In the name of the International, Marx 
wrote Lincoln, "While the workingmen, the true 
political power of the North, allowed slavery to 
defile their own republic; while before the Negro 
mastered and sold without his concurrence they 
boasted it the highest prerogative of the white-
skinned laborer to sell himself and choose his own 
master; they were unable to attain the true free-
dom of labor or to support their European brethren 
in their struggle for emancipation, but this barrier 
to progress has been swept off by the red sea of 
civil war." 

As Marx later expressed it in CAPITAL, "In 
the United States of North America, every inde-
pendent movement of the workers was paralyzed 
so long as slavery disfigured a part of the Repub-
lic. Labor cannot emancipate itself in the white 
skin where in the black it is branded. But out of 
the death of slavery a new life at once arose. The 
first fruit of the Civil War was the agitation for 
the eight-hour-day that ran with the seven-
leagued boots of the locomotive from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, from New England to California. 
The General Congress of Labor at Baltimore (Au-
gust 16, 1866) declared: 'The first and great neces-
sity of the present, to free the labor of this country 
from capitalistic slavery, is the passing of a law 
by which eight hours shall be the normal working-
day in all states of the American Union. We are 
resolved to put forth all our strength until this 
glorious result is attained'." 

Soon after the war and the abolition of slavery, 
Abolitionism as a movement vanished from the 
scene. Of all its leaders, Wendell Phillips alone 
made the transition to the labor movement. The 
four million freedmen remained tied to cotton cul-
ture and therein lies imbedded the roots of the 
Negro Question. 

(11) Ibid. Aug. 7, 1862. 
(12) "Lincoln and tho Proclamation," an art ic le in The 

Progressive, Dec. 1962, by Richard N. Current author 
of many works on Lincoln. 

(13) The Civil War in the United States, by Marx and 
Engels. 

(14) Just as Marx in his day separated himself, so Engels 
a f te r Marx 's death wrote: "The Social-Democratic 
Federation here shares w i th your German-American 
Socialists, the dist inct ion of being the only parties that 
have managed to reduce the Marx ian theory of de-
velopment to a r ig id orthodoxy, which the workers are 
not to reach themselves by their own class feelings, 
but which they have to gulp down as an art ic le of 
f a i t h a t once and wi thout development. Tha t is why 
both of them remain mere sects and come, as Hegel 
says, f rom noth ing through nothing to noth ing. " (Let-
ters to Americans by Marx and Engels, p. 263.) 
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South, to let them fight—it could be easily won 
in a few months. When military expediency, how-
ever, dictated a change in course, Phillips main-
tained that "In this war mere victory on a 
battlefield amounts to nothing, contributes little or 
nothing toward ending the war . . . Such an aimless 
war I call wasteful and murderous." 

When Engels too feared that things were going 
so badly for the North, that it would lose the war, 
Marx wrote: "A single Negro regiment would have 
a remarkable effect on Southern nerves . . . A war 
of this kind must be conducted on revolutionary 
lines while the Yankees have thus far been trying 
to conduct it constitutionally." (11) 

Finally, on January 1, 1863, Abraham Lincoln 
issued his Emancipation Proclamation. It was no 
ringing declaration; his compromisist words moved 
gingerly to free only those slaves in the rebellious 
states. As one historian recently put it, it was "as 
emotional as a bill of sale." (12) 

Turning Point 
Nevertheless it is the turning point. This second 

stage of the war altogether transformed its char-
acter. The passing of this year in the Civil War 
outlines the contrast of centuries. Negroes flocked 
into the Army, battles began being won. Wendell 
Phillips declared: "I want the blacks as the very 
basis of the effort to regenerate the South!" 

On the other side of the Atlantic, English work-
ers, whose livelihood as textile workers depended 
on Southern cotton, held mass demonstrations to 
prevent their ruling class from intervening on the 
side of the Bourbon South, whose cotton kingdom 
supplied Britain's textile barons the raw materials 
for their world-dominating industry. 

A new decade had indeed dawned in the world 
with the outbreak of the Civil War in the United 
States, the insurrection in Poland, the strikes in 
Paris, and the mass meetings of English workers 
who chose to starve rather than perpetuate slavery 
on the other side of the Atlantic. The actions cul-
minated in the establishment of the International 
Workingmen's Association, headed by Karl Marx. 

From the first, Marx took the side of the North, 
though, naturally as we saw, he was with Phillips' 
criticism of the conduct of the war, rather than 
with the President, of whom he had written to 
Engels: "All Lincoln's acts appear like the mean 
petti-fogging conditions which one lawyer puts to 
his opposing lawyer. But this does not alter their 

historic content . . . The events over there are a 
world upheaval." (13) 

He therefore separated himself from some (14) 
self-styled Marxists in the United States who 
evaded the whole issue of the Civil War by saying 
they were opposed to "all slavery, wage and 
chattel." In the name of the International, Marx 
wrote Lincoln, "While the workingmen, the true 
political power of the North, allowed slavery to 
defile their own republic; while before the Negro 
mastered and sold without his concurrence they 
boasted it the highest prerogative of the white-
skinned laborer to sell himself and choose his own 
master; they were unable to attain the true free-
dom of labor or to support their European brethren 
in their struggle for emancipation, but this barrier 
to progress has been swept off by the red sea of 
civil war." 

As Marx later expressed it in CAPITAL, "In 
the United States of North America, every inde-
pendent movement of the workers was paralyzed 
so long as slavery disfigured a part of the Repub-
lic. Labor cannot emancipate itself in the white 
skin where in the black it is branded. But out of 
the death of slavery a new life at once arose. The 
first fruit of the Civil War was the agitation for 
the eight-hour-day that ran with the seven-
leagued boots of the locomotive from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, from New England to California. 
The General Congress of Labor at Baltimore (Au-
gust 16, 1866) declared: 'The first and great neces-
sity of the present, to free the labor of this country 
from capitalistic slavery, is the passing of a law 
by which eight hours shall be the normal working-
day in all states of the American Union. We are 
resolved to put forth all our strength until this 
glorious result is attained'." 

Soon after the war and the abolition of slavery, 
Abolitionism as a movement vanished from the 
scene. Of all its leaders, Wendell Phillips alone 
made the transition to the labor movement. The 
four million freedmen remained tied to cotton cul-
ture and therein lies imbedded the roots of the 
Negro Question. 

(11) Ibid. Aug. 7, 1862. 
(12) "Lincoln and the Proclamation," an art ic le in The 

Progressive, Dec. 1962, by Richard N. Current author 
of many works on Lincoln. 

(13) The Civil War in the United States, by Marx and 
Engels. 

(14) Just as Marx in his day separated himself, so Engels 
a f te r Marx 's death wrote: "The Social-Democratic 
Federation here shares wi th your German-American 
Socialists, the dist inct ion of being the only parties that 
have managed to reduce the Marx ian theory of de-
velopment to a r ig id orthodoxy, which the workers are 
not to reach themselves by their own class feelings, 
but which they have to gulp down as an art ic le of 
f a i t h a t once and wi thout development. That is why 
both of them remain mere sects and come, as Hegel 
says, f rom nothing through nothing to noth ing. " (Let-
ters to Americans by Marx and Engels, p. 263.) 
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PART II 
the Still'Unfinished Revolution 

The ignorant white mobs, instigated by Faubus, 
Ross and their ilk in the Deep South who have 
been on the rampage ever since the 1954 United 
States Supreme Court decision to desegregate 
schools, may not know it, but the free public edu-
cation from which they want the Negroes excluded, 
was first instituted in the South by the Negro 
during the much-maligned Reconstruction period. 
The Negro and white legislatures of the post-Civil 
War period gave the South the only democracy it 
had ever known—and has since forgotten. (15) 

No one can rewrite history, which records that 
also for the first time, universal manhood suffrage 
as well as equal political, civil and legal rights for 
its citizens then became a way of life for the 
South. That such elementary democracy had to be 
brought there on bayonets and then only after the 
white supremacist secessionists were finally de-
feated in a bloody war lasting four years is only 
further proof of the philosophy of unfreedom of 
the aristocratic South that lorded it over the bent 
back of human beings reduced to slavery. This 
expression, "philosophy of unfreedom,"—coined by 
the great German philosopher, G. W. F. Hegel, to 
characterize India's caste system — perfectly de-
scribes the ideology of the dominant South. 

Even as an unfinished revolution the achieve-
ments of the Civil War, however, cannot be ex-
punged from the historic record which is reflected 
in the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments, added to 
the Constitution by a radical Republican Congress 
and approved by the whole nation, which abolished 
slavery and thereby achieved Union. 

No one can rewrite history, which, unfortunate-
ly, also records that these were virtually nullified 
once the Army was withdrawn. The counter-revo-
lution in the South, however, was not of regional 
make only, although it was instigated there by the 
slavocrats who lost the war but won the peace once 
they learned to accept the dictates of Northern 
capital. In enacting the infamous "Black Codes," the 
unreconstructed South knew it could do so with 
impunity once the Army was out. The withdrawal 
of the Army was not, however, the cause, but the 
consequence of the new, expansive development 
of Northern capitalism and the betrayal of four 
million newly-freed human beings who did not 
own the land they tilled. 

'Liberal Tradition' 
The new phase of Northern capitalist develop-

ment had, of course, been a motivating force for 
the Civil War. But, the economic determinist view 
notwithstanding, it was not the propellent. The 
Second American Revolution was far more than 
an "economic revolution." Much as the industri-
alists wished to break the monopoly of commercial 
over industrial capital, of American slavishness to 
British textile manufacturing, cash and compro-
mise was too ingrained an element of American 
capitalism for the industrialists to venture forth 
into civil war. Only the most prodigious revolu-
tionary exertions by slaves, Abolitionists and, in 
many of its stages, labor, could tear apart the 
power link of cash and compromise that bound 

(15) Black Reconstruction, by W. E. B. Du Bois, is the only 
scholar ly work on the subject . Ye t to th is day it is 
d isregarded by wh i te h is tor ians, No r the rn as wel l as 
Southern. 

together cotton and textiles; cotton growers, cotton 
shippers and financiers. 

"If Lincoln has grown," wrote Wendell Phillips 
after the issuance of the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, "it is quite natural.*" We watered him." At 
the same time, however, it was no accident that 
Lincoln chose Andrew Johnson as his running 
mate for the second term, in place of the Vice-
President of the first term, Hannibal Hamlin who 
was a friend of the Abolitionists. The objective 
compulsion of capitalist industrialization held Lin-
coln in thrall. The Civil War brought to a climax 
and summed up the paradox of the Jefferson-
Jackson-Lincoln liberal presidential tradition. 

In office, Jefferson and the Jeffersonians were 
fulfilled Hamiltonians. In office, Jacksonian demo-
cracy turned out to be something very different 
from the rule of farmer and mechanic against 
Eastern finance capital. As a present-day admirer 
of Andrew Jackson, Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. 
phrased it in his Age of Jackson: "The fate of the 
Jacksonian economic legislation was that common 
historical irony: it on the whole promoted the very 
ends it was intended to defeat. The general laws 
sprinkled holy waters on corporations, cleansing 
them of the legal status of monopoly, and sending 
them forth as the benevolent agencies of free 
competition." 

In the same manner, Lincoln, in office, devel-
oped the "American System" more in line with 
the concept of the "Great Compromiser," Henry 
Clay, than in the spirit of a "Great Emancipator" 
heading the Second American Revolution. This 
made it easy for that Tenessee Jacksonian, Andrew 
Johnson, in his own treacherous ways, to see that 
the revolution remained unfinished. 
Johnson to Grant to Hayes 

Surely it was not too sharp a change from the 
Credit Mobilier scandal-wracked Grant Adminis-
tration to the consummate betrayal that was to 
take place in 1876. Upon the understanding that 
Federal troops would be withdrawn from the 
South the Electoral College voted for the minority 
presidential candidate, Rutherford B. Hayes, to 
become the President who would carry out the 
betrayal of the black freedmen. 

The three basic constituents of the betrayal, that 
is to say, the unfinished state of revolution, were: 
(1) the freedmen did not get "the 40 acres and 
a mule" they were promised; (2) the old slave 
owners did get back their planations and thus the 
power to institute a mode of production to suit 
cotton culture; and (3) the crop lien system was 
introduced with "new" labor: share cropping. 

Historians who state that "the Negro problem" 
is rooted in slavery, and stop there, fail to see 
the crux of the question. The "stigma" of slavery 
could not have persisted so long if the economic 
remains of slavery—share-cropping and tenancy— 
had not persisted. Within the economic remains of 
slavery the roots of the Negro Question lie. Once 
Congress, in 1867, failed to pass Thaddeus Stevens' 
Land Division Act which would have given each 
freedman 40 acres and $50 for a homestead, the 
rest was inevitable. 

It is this backwardness of the agricultural econ-
omy which led Lenin, in his 1913 study, "New Data 
on the Laws of Development of Capitalism and 
Agriculture," to remark about "the striking simi-



larity between the economic position of the Amer-
ican Negro and that of the former serf of the 
central agricifltural provinces in Russia." Even in 
Russia, where there was some fraudulent attempt 
to give the serf the land, it was impossible for the 
Russian serf to rise above the needs of the back-
ward economy. All the more where the Negro did 
not get his "40 acres and a mule." Cotton remain-
ing dominant, semi-feudal relationships were in-
evitable. The division of labor set up by the cotton 
economy may not be disturbed. The social relations 
arising on the basis of the cotton economy remain 
"less changed than the soil itself on which the 
cotton is grown." (16) 

Boss and Block Relationship 
Naturally the infamous "Black Codes" which the 

plantation owners now enacted and were free to 
execute and "the gentleman's agreement" with 
Northern capital, as well as with the help of the 
KKK, paved the royal road back for white suprem-
acy South. But once we place the problem in its 
proper economic framework, the human factors 
can emerge and then we see the limitations of all 
laws, written and unwritten. Nowhere is this 
clearer than in the benighted South as the counter-
revolution comes into head-on collision with 
masses in revolt in the decade of the 1880's and 
1890's and Populism sweeps the South. When this 
new attempt at revolutionary change occured, "the 
boss and black" relationship was fully dominant. 

The cropper has neither control of the nature 
of his crop nor the marketing of it. The cropper 
owns nothing but his labor power, and must part 
with half of the crop for "furnishings." Somehow 
the rest of the crop seems likewise to go to the 
merchant upon whom he depends for his every 
purchase of clothing, food, implements and ferti-
lizer. The cropper is charged exorbitant prices 
but he must not question the word of the boss who 
keeps the books and makes the "settlement," at 
which time the cropper finds himself in debt and 
thus unable to leave the land. 

To this day more than one-third of the croppers 
is one and one-half years behind in debt. The 
"plot" for the maintenance of "white supremacy" 
in the South arose from the actual process of 
cotton production. There was a "gentleman's agree-
ment" that Southern industry—textiles—develop 
—under the condition that it leave untouched the 
black labor supply of the plantations. 

When the New Deal came South, "the patern-
alism of the planter, the dependency of the tenant 
so meticulously maintained, the stern objections 
on the part of the landlord to any change in the 
traditional relationship" (17) made it difficult and 
in some cases impossible for the Government to 
deal with the cropper directly. The fear of the 
planter that the cropper be removed from his in-
fluence and learn that he is not personally depend-
ent upon him set up well-nigh insurmountable 
barriers to the cropper's getting any benefits from 
the A.A.A. 

The county agent in charge of the A.A.A. pay-
ments, for instance, had to make the credit store 
the point of distribution of A.A.A. checks. The 
result was that the merchant retained the check 
either for "unpaid debts" or for "future furnish-
ings" to his tenant. Or the merchant would suggest 
that the checks be given to him outright. Under 
the prevailing relationship in the rural South, 
such a "suggestion" is tantamount to an edict that 
the Government agent has to obey. 

The prevailing relationship which makes such 
a suggestion a law is known as the "boss and 
black" relationship, and its economic root is the 

(16) Deep South, by Davis, Gardner, and Warner, p. 266. 

cotton culture. That is so pervading a relationship 
that it still holds though cropping is no longer an 
exclusively Negro occupation—there are in the old 
South now five and a half million white tenants 
to over three million Negro tenants, though of the 
croppers, the Negroes still constitute the majority. 

"The old boss and black attitude," write the 
authors of the most concise economic study of 
cotton culture, "pervades the whole system. . . . 
The fixed custom of exploitation has carried over 
to the white tenant." (17) Nothing fundamental 
changed in Southern agriculture during the half 
century that separates the New Deal from the year 
of betrayal, 1877. 

As we wrote at the time of the New Deal, "What 
the Southern Block bellows in Congress may 
irritate the sensitive ears of the Harvard man in 
the White House, but when he comes down South 
they tell him what to do." Nothing has changed, 
in the two decades since, except that JFK, instead 
of FDR, now occupies the White House. 

No wonder we have advanced so little from 1877 
when Union, "one and indivisible," meant unity 
forged in the struggle against labor for imperialist 
adventures. To understand today's racism as well 
as tokenism, it is necessary to return to that page 
in history when the "gentleman's agreement" jut 
Northern capital with the South set the stage lor 
the unbridled violence against labor. 

1. Northern Labor Struggles Against 
Capital's Stranglehold, 1877-97 

1877, the year the Federal troops were removed 
from the South, was the year they were used to 
crush the railroad strikes stretching from Penn-
sylvania to Texas. The Pennsylvania Governor not 
only threatened labor with "a sharp use of bayonet 
and musket," but the Federal Government did 
exactly that at the behest of the captains of indus-
try. The peace pact with the Southern bourbons 
meant unrestrained violence on the part of the 
rulers, both North and South, against labor. 

On the other hand, labor began the decade of 
the 1870's in Europe with the Paris Commune, the 
first workers' state in world history. So numerous 
were the American followers of the Paris Com-
mune that Wendell Phillips said that all that was 
needed to meet a Communard was "to scratch a 
New Yorker." 

The ruthlessness with which capital asserted its 
rule over labor that worked long hours for little 
pay, which was further cut at the will of the fac-
tory owners every time a financial crisis hit the 
country, drove labor underground. The first Na-
tional Labor Union had a very short span of life. 
The Knights of Labor that replaced it organized 
white and black alike, with the result that, at its 
height (1886) out of a total membership of one 
million no less than 90,000 were Negroes. Never-
theless, no Northern organization could possibly 
get to the mass base of Negroes who remained 
overwhelmingly, preponderantly in the South. For, 
along with being freed from slavery, the Negroes 
were freed also from a way to make a living. 
Landless were the new freedmen, and penniless. 

As the 1869 Congress Resolution of the National 
Labor Union put it, "American citizenship for the 
black man is a complete failure if he is proscribed 
from the workshops of the country." When North-
ern labor emerged as a new force in the 1877 
railroad strikes, Negro labor was still South and 
still in agriculture. 

(17) The Collapse of Cotton Tenancy, by Johnson, Embree 
and Alexander. 



The severe financial crisis of 1873 dealt a death 
blow to the Eight Hour Leagues, but not to the 
idea for an eight-hour day. In 1884 not only the 
idea, but the actions to put it into effect, were 
once again initiated, this time by the Federation 
of Organized Trades and Labor Unions of the 
United States and Canada, later to be known as 
the American Federation of Labor. 

The struggle for the eight-hour day during the 
decade of 1880's, however, got a blood bath from 
the counter-revolution initiated by the capitalist 
corporations aided amply by the government. The 
anarchist labor leaders, Parsons, Spies, Fischer 
and Engel, were railroaded to the gallows. 

The year was 1886, a year which became the 
dividing line in American labor. On the one hand, 
it was the year when no less than 80,000 were out 
on strike for the eight-hour day. On the other 
hand, it was the year in which the counter-revolu-
tion succeeded in breaking the back of the most 
militant sections of the labor movement through 
the hanging and imprisonment of its leaders. 

It was the year the A. F. of L. "took over" the 
struggle for the eight-hour day. On the one hand 
it was undeterred by the hysteria or the backing 
away from the movement by the Knights of Labor 
which in that year reached its highest point of 
development and began its decline. On the other 
hand, the union restricted labor organization to a 
craft basis. Its reliance on the upper stratum of 
labor—its skilled trades—was to impel it toward 
"business unionism" and acceptance, with capital, 
of membership in so-called civic federations. It 
was itself involved in racism with its demand for 
the "Chinese Exclusion" act, not to mention raci-
ally separate locals for Negroes. Its indifference to 
the unskilled was to cause such isolation from the 
Negro that it would become impossible to organize 
heavy industry without breaking away from that 
craft union stranglehold. 

And yet in the 1880's it formed the transition 
from diffuse to concentrated labor struggles. Dur-
ing the heart-breaking 1890's such historic battles 
were fought as the steel battle of Homestead, Pa., 
1892; the silver mines at Coeur d'Alene in Idaho; 
and the great Pullman (Illinois) strike of 1894, led 
by Eugene V. Debs who, while in jail, was to be 
won over to socialism. As he put it: 

"In the gleam of every bayonet and the flash of 
every rifle the class struggle was revealed. The 
capitalist class. The working class. The class 
struggle." 

In retrospect, even bourgeois historians have had 
to record: "If the Homestead skirmish introduced 
the nation to the use of private armies by captains 
of industry, the Pullman conflict made it familiar 
with two powerful engines of the federal govern-
ment—the judicial ukase, known as the writ of 
injuction, and the use of regular soldiers in indus-
trial dispute." (18) 

During the late 1880's and 1890's too, despite 
Gompers' concept of "pure and simple trade 
unions" without political overtones, much less in-
ternational relations, it was the A.F. of L. which 
sent delegates to the newly formed second Marxist 
International and got it to approve the American 
suggestion for a general strike, world-wide if 
possible, for the eight-hour day. 

"Since a similar demonstration has already been 
decided upon for May 1, 1889," read the Inter-
national Resolution, "this day is accepted for the 
international demonstration." As we see, far from 
May I having been "imported" from Russia, it 
was exported the world over by American labor. 
Peasant Revolts, New and Old 

Surely today, when in every country in Latin 
(18) The Rise of American Civilization, by Charles A. Beard 

and Mary R. Beard, 1945 edit ion. 

America, in the Middle East, in Asia, in Africa, 
the cry is for agricultural reforms—and a never-
ending deluge of American books keep preaching 
for it "so that Communism should not be the vic-
tor"—surely we ought finally to understand the 
relationship of land and peasant in our own South 
and not keep piling stupidity upon stupidity to 
explain away "the Negro Question." To just such 
a betrayal of peasant revolt during the Lutheran 
Reformation Marx attributed the state of back-
wardness of the Germany of his day. In his Peasant 
Wars in Germany, Frederick Engels, the lifelong 
collaborator of Karl Ma^x, pointed out that it was 
not only the peasants who were betrayed when 
they did not get the land during the 16th century 
German Reformation, but Germany itself "disap-
peared for three centuries from the ranks of 
countries playing an independent part in history." 

In the case of the white supremacy Solid South, 
its re-establishment, at first, was short lived. The 
violent KKK lynch lawlessness, rope and faggot 
rule was shaken to its very foundations within one 
short decade after the removal of the Union Army. 
This revolutionary upheaval came from within, 
not without. It arose out of the great discontent 
of the farmers with the new form of monopoly 
planter-merchant-railroad vested interests which 
brought the "new South" its greatest crisis. Popu-
lism spread like a prairie fire bringing the "Solid 
South" a more fundamental challenge than even 
the Civil War. 

2. Black and White Unity and 1-1/4 
Million Forgotten Negro Populists 

Most amazing of all was the organization of the 
National Colored Farmers' Alliance. Just as the 
history of the slave revolts, when it was finally 
revealed, put an end to the myth of Negro docility, 
so this still little-known glorious chapter puts an 
end to the myth that the Negro "can't be orga-
nized." Think of it: 

At the very height of the prejudice-ridden 
post-Reconstruction period, when the South was 
supposedly solidly white in thought and action, 
the Populist movement that was sweeping the 
country found its most radical expression in the 
South. 

The National Colored Farmers' Alliance alone 
numbered one and one-quarter million members 
and, although separately organized from the 
white agrarians, waged their class battles as one. 
It was a power to be reckoned with both in state 
and national politics, and was instrumental in 
the elections of Populist governors as well as 
national and state representatives. 

"Now the People's Party says to these two men," 
the reference was to one white and one Negro, and 
the speaker was white Georgian Tom Watson, 
"You are kept apart that you may be separately 
fleeced of your earnings. You are made to hate 
each other because on that hatred is rested the 
keystone of the arch of financial despotism which 
enslaves you both. You are deceived and blinded 
that you may not see how this race antagonism 
perpetuates a monetary system which beggars 
both." 

Fantastic as it may sound coming from the 
mouth of one who, with the turn of the century, 
was to become the typical white supremacist, it 
was characteristic during the height of the Populist 
groundwell in the South. Populists not only spoke 
that way but acted as the Abolitionists had in their 
day. When a young Negro preacher, H. S. Doyle, 
was threatened with lynching, Watson not only 


